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Ce Huskers welcome in 
new class of 
top flight recruits 





REVERSING tHe CURSE 


Everyone knows about the infamous Sports /I/ustrated “cover 
jinx” and how anyone who appears on the cover before a big 
game is headed for disaster. Husker fans remember Rick Berns 
on S/ after the '78 win over Oklahoma (before the gut wrenching 
loss to Mizzou the following Saturday); Jeff Smith gracing the 
cover the week before the Big Red was upset at Syracuse in 
1984; Ahman Green was the cover boy before the shutout loss 
at Arizona State in '96 and Eric Crouch on the cover before the 
'01 loss at Colorado. 

Here at The Cornhusker we're off to a good start at reversing 
the curse. Our first issue featured quarterback Zac Taylor, who 
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And the Huskers who have gone on to the pros have not 
only distinguished themselves at the next level, but to a man 
have heaped praise on the program that launched their football 
careers. Seattle star defensive end Grant Wistrom (one of 45 
former Huskers to play in the Super Bowl) said choosing to 
go to Nebraska “had the biggest impact on my life” while New 
Orleans defensive back Josh Bullocks added, “Nebraska gave 
me the opportunity to make it in the NFL’ 

Don't worry Husker fans. The cupboard is hardly bare. There 
will still be three of the four members of the tailback tandem 
slated to return to the line-up in 2007. Marlon Lucky should be 


4 WE HAVE A PRETTY GOOD IDEA THAT ADAM CARRIKER, 
JAY MOORE, STEWART BRADLEY AND A FEW OTHER 


HUSKERS WILL BE SELECTED BY NFL TEAMS. zy 


went on to become the Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year after 
being on our cover, while the second issue had running back 
Brandon Jackson on the cover — and we all know where B Jax is 
headed next. 

That's straight to the NFL, opting to skip his senior season at 
Nebraska to do so. Jackson will go to the Scouting Combine 
and could be a second or third round pick when the draft takes 
place in April. Not too bad for a guy who was in the middle of 
the Husker depth chart at this time a year ago. 

A lot of folks were upset by Jackson's decision, but shouldn't 
be. Jackson’s move to the NFL bodes very well for the future of 
Husker football. We have a pretty good idea that Adam Carriker, 
Jay Moore, Stewart Bradley and a few other Huskers will be 
selected by NFL teams, but the fact that a player can come to 
Nebraska, earn his playing time, and then head on to the next 
level could be as attractive a recruiting tool as any Bill Callahan 
has at his disposal. 
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healthy, and is coming off a solid performance in the Cotton Bowl. 
He will get more opportunities to showcase his talents, with 
Cody Glenn and Kenny Wilson likely to get more opportunities 
as well. The offense brings back nine guys who have started 
games at Nebraska, and another, new QB Sam Keller, who was 
the MVP of the 2004 Sun Bowl. 

We should hope that NFL Draft days are filled with Huskers 
like Keller in 2008 and beyond, even if they're underclassmen. 
All the great programs lose guys early to the NFL. The great 
ones reload with younger talent. 

Who knows if Jackson will make it in the NFL the way Roger 
Craig or Ahman Green did, but just the fact that the NFL brass 
is likely to call out his name and announce the school that has 
produced him is a very good thing for the program. 

Then there’s the cover of this issue, featuring Callahan at 
National Letter of Intent Day. Good things are ahead for the 
coach, it would seem. 
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We came from different locations, but always 
met up at the same place — Butler Hancock 
Gym on the campus of the University of Northern 
Colorado — to play a little pitch and catch in the 
early morning hours of a cold winter morning. 
That's what you did if you wanted to play 
baseball (and lived in this part of the country). 

| drove up from Denver each morning — about 
a 45 minute trip one way — to arrive in time for 
what was the standard 6am practice for the 
UNC baseball team. | was in the middle of 
my 12-year professional baseball career, and, 
needing to get prepared for spring training, 
some of the pros from around the region and 
| accepted the invitation of UNC coach Tom 
Petroff to join the Bears practice sessions. It 
wasn't a lot of fun crawling out of bed at 4:30 
am each day, but it was important for pitchers 
like me, living in a cold weather climate, to be 
able to face a hitter or three before heading south in mid-February. In 
the UNC gym at 6am, | got that valuable opportunity. 

Mike Anderson was a young outfielder with the Bears during 
those years, learning the game from Petroff and the legions of pro 
players who worked out at UNC. What he experienced there made a 
lasting impression, 

“All you pro guys would come up,” Anderson recalled of his days at 
UNG, “and it just fascinated me that all of you would get up there that 
early — | remember thinking that the work habits of these guys was 
just incredible. It always impressed on me that if you're going to make 
it to the next level, then you have to do something extraordinary.” 

The willingness to go to greater lengths to prepare yourself is 
something that Anderson has taken with him from those early morning 
practices — that and a deep gratitude that his current employer has 
provided his Nebraska baseball team with state of the art indoor 
facilities, allowing he and his players to practice after school instead 
of before. “There's nothing we can't do indoors here,” Anderson 
bragged. “It’s just fantastic” 

Still, there’s something to be said for having come from a place 
where it took great sacrifice just to put yourself into a position to be 
able to compete. The Midwest values, the work ethic that is inherent 
in the fiber of the people of this region, is something that Anderson 
seeks out when he looks to recruit a player to Nebraska. 

“That philosophy has stuck with me,” Anderson admitted. “Being 
from a small town (Eaton, Colorado) | always had this sense that | had 
to prove myself to the bigger school kids. And | still have that sense 
here. Our recruiting philosophy has always been to recruit Nebraska 
kids, then recruit Midwest kids, and the reason we want to do that is 
that they have that strong work ethic. They have the strong Midwest 
values that we're looking for. They understand that we might have 
to be indoors here for two or three months, but we still have to get 
better. There are a lot of people in this game right now who don't 
understand that.’ 

Those of us who have known Mike Anderson and were in the UNC 
gym with him at 6 am back in the day understand. 

It should be another great baseball season in Husker Nation! 
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By Lane Grindle 
Husker Sports Network 


Another season of recruiting wraps up but there 
never really seems to be closure. Does there? 
Unlike the “Super Bowl” when the season is 
truly over and you turn your attention to base- 
ball’s spring training, recruiting is such a year 
round process that you barely take a breath be- 
fore focusing on the next year's class. 

| think the recruiting services have revolution- 
ized the way we fans think and work. You ever 
clock out at 5 p.m. and say to yourself, “Man 
that was a 5-star day!”? Be honest. 

The early returns on this class are very posi- 
tive. But then again very rarely are they nega- 
tive. Recruiting is based upon hype. The foun- 
dation of these subscription services is selling 
the hope to fans that next year will bring, in the 
words of “Borat, “great success.” Thumbs up. 

Speaking of hope, | have plenty for the Husk- 
er basketball team. Year one of Doc Sadler has 
been interesting. Filled with 5:30 AM practic- 
es, a win over Creighton, and an embarrass- 
ment at home against Kansas, this season has 
certainly not lacked character. Even with some 
struggling times during the conference season, 
| must say that Doc has made me a believer. 
It only takes a few elite players to make your 
team relevant on the national scene. My bet is 
that Doc will go to great lengths to find a few 
of these players. 

Back to Football, the Spring Game is just 
around the corner and here are a few guys to 
keep an eye on: 


* Senior QB Sam Keller and his 
understanding of the offense 

* The young offensive linemen (Keith 
Williams, Cruz Barrett, and DJ Jones) 

* Sophomore Safety Larry Asante 

* Red shirt Freshman Tight End 
Mike McNeill 

* The Defensive Line (Gone are Carrikker, 
Moore, Cryer, and Dagunduro) 


Listen to Lane Grindle on Sports Nightly on 
the Husker Sports Network. 
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associated with Nebraska...but there have been some memorable ones. Here 
are our ten best (and most important)... 


1998 vs. Colorado. Huskers pull out a 16-14 win in 
Lincoln. Eric Crouch couldn't pass? Really? Ask Gary Barnett about that. 








After years of running the triple option, big comebacks are not something 


2002 at Texas A&M. Rally downs Aggies 38-31. Maybe 


the most improbable of all. Jamaal Lord engineers a fourth quarter comeback. 


g 


2005 vs. lowa State. First OT game at Memorial 
Stadium, NU wins 27-20. The coming out party for the West 
Coast Offense. 





in the day; Jerry Tagge dives over from the one to give Bob Devaney his first 
national championship. 





2005 Alamo Bowl: Nebraska 32 Michigan 28. Just glad 
to be there? Maybe not. Down 12 in the fourth to the mighty Wolverines, Zac 
Taylor, Cory Ross and Co. stun everyone with a stirring comeback. 








1970 Orange Bowl: Nebraska 17 LSU 12. Texas loses earlier T 


1983 Orange Bowl: Miami 31 Nebraska 30. Down 
17-0; 31-17. Yes, Irving Fryar dropped a certain TD pass, but Jeff Smith 
made sure that the game would come down to that last, painful two-point 
conversion pass. 








2006 at Texas A&M. Huskers rally for a 28-27 win, Big 
12 North title. A game they looked to have well in hand had taken a 
wrong turn. Zac Taylor to Maurice Purify officially restored the order. 





1971 at Oklahoma. Nebraska takes ‘Game of the 
Century’ 35-31. Jerry Tagge directs a fourth quarter touchdown drive 
that John Elway would have been proud of. Starting at their own 21...Rodgers 
makes a key third down catch, and 79 yards later, Jeff Kinney's fourth TD 
sealed the win and an Orange Bow! date with Bear Bryant and Alabama. 


J 


1994 Orange Bowl vs. Miami. Huskers wear down 
‘Cames 24-17. He could run AND pass, as Tommie Frazier demonstrated 
that hot and humid night in Miami when Tom Osborne got his first 
National Title. 


Scott Frost throws, Shevin Wiggins deflects, Matt Davison catches...and 
Mizzou never recovers. Another National Championship follows. 


1997 ‘Miracle at Missouri.’ Huskers win in OT 45-38. 1 
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The Zone Blitz is a common method of applying defensive pressure. 

It is limitless in structure, sharing the common theme of confusing the 
offensive line by dropping pass-rushers into coverage, while at the same 
time blitzing players who would normally cover receivers. This throws off 
blocking assignments and switches responsibilities of a defensive lineman 
with those of a linebacker or defensive back. 


In one of the most common zone blitzes, a defensive end will drop back 
into coverage, playing one-fourth of the middle zone, while the weak side 
linebacker, who would normally cover that area, rushes the quarterback in 
place of the end. 


The zone blitz provides several key advantages for the defense. In a typical 
man-to-man blitz, all four defensive linemen will rush the quarterback, as 
well as one or more of the linebackers or a defensive back. However, this 
leaves cornerbacks and safeties “on an island,” meaning they must be 
perfect in man-to-man pass coverage. The zone blitz eliminates this prob- 
lem by allowing the defense to remain in zone pass coverage, while still 
bringing added pressure to the offense by confusing blocking schemes for 
offensive linemen and other blockers. 


Name the Husker athletic event, and the 
most popular figure, as far as the kids 
. are concerned, will be Husker mascot 

- *Lil’ Red? 


F Lil Red is not so little. Standing over 


honored with a national championship at 
the NCA National Mascot Competition in 
1999. While the older, more established 
Herbie Husker (with his appearances on 
ESPN bolstering his visability) remains 
one of the most recognizable mascots 
in all of college sports, Lil’ Red, with his 
ability to stand on his head and bounce 
around the sidelines, is clearly the kids’ 
favorite at Husker games. 
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seven feet tall, the popular figure was 


theyno) 


Bob Churchich 


After sharing time at quarterback during the 1965 sea- 
son, Bob Churchich nearly took Nebraska to its first na- 
tional championship in the 1966 Orange Bowl against 
Bear Bryant and Alabama. 

Churchich threw for three scores and ran for another, 
but it was not enough to prevent the third-ranked and 
unbeaten Huskers 39-28 loss to the fourth-ranked 
Crimson Tide that night in Miami. Earlier in the day, 
top-ranked Michigan State and number two Arkansas 
both lost their bowl games, meaning the winner of that 
Orange Bowl would be national champs. 

The following season, Churchich, now a team cap- 
tain, took over full time under center and earned All-Big 
Eight honors while leading NU to a 9-2 record, another 
Big Eight championship and a number six national 
ranking. In the spring, the versatile Churchich moved to 
the baseball diamond, where he was talented enough 
to get drafted by the Atlanta Braves. 

Today, the Omaha native runs Churchich Recreation 
outside of Boulder, Colorado. He has fond memories 
of his days as a Husker. 

“After 40 years, | guess you have time to really put it all 
in its proper place or perspective,’ Churchich recalled. 
“My fondest memories are the coaches, the players, 
the training staff, the fans and ‘game day; plus every- 
one else associated with the University of Nebraska. | 
was one of the fortunate players to have been a part of 
Husker football under Bob Devaney, and at the same 
time to have Tom Osborne as an assistant coach and 
Frank Solich as a teammate. That's some pretty strong 
company to have a history with Husker football. 

“| will always remember my wife and parents wait- 
ing outside the locker room after games with all the 
other parents,” he stated. 

In 2004, Churchich, a graduate of Omaha North, was 
inducted into the Nebraska High School Sports Hall of 
Fame. Since 1974, he and his family have lived in Boul- 
der, Colorado where he runs Churchich Recreation, a 
company that sells high quality playground equipment. 

“Churchich Recreation is a manufacturer rep —- 
we do business in Colorado, Wyoming and New Mex- 
ico, selling heavy duty park 
& playground equipment, 
scoreboards, etc. to schools 
and park & recreation de- 
partments,” he added. “The ~— 
products we sell are the || 
same products Eric Crouch ~ 4 
now sells in Nebraska & | 
South Dakota.” A 
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NEW COACH 


INTRODUCING BUDDY WYATT... 


Assistant coaches are used to changing addresses. Buddy Wyatt just had 
to do it quicker this time. Let go at Alabama, Wyatt was out of work less than 
a month when he became the new defensive line coach at Nebraska. 

After four years as the defensive line coach at Alabama, Wyatt became 
available when the Tide let Head Coach Mike Shula go in late November. 
Instead of waiting for the off season to begin looking for a new job, Wyatt 
found himself interviewing with Bill Callahan just over two weeks later, and 
he was formally hired on December 14th. He took over for John Blake, who 
left to join the staff at North Carolina. Unlike previous assistant coaching 
hires, Callahan did not have a previous relationship with Wyatt, relying 
instead on the past relationships the 40-year-old native of Victoria, Texas 
has had with current Husker assistant Shawn Watson and Associate AD 
Tim Cassidy. 

Before going to Alabama, Wyatt had coached at Texas A&M, Colorado and 
Oklahoma State, so he’s no stranger to the Big 12. Like his predecessor 
Blake, Wyatt is known as an excellent recruiter, working regions like Texas, 
Mississippi and Florida for previous employers. He's also among the best 
position coaches in the country, according to Callahan. 

“Coach Wyatt has a long track record of developing outstanding 
defensive lines at each stop in his coaching career,’ noted Callahan. “He 
has familiarity with the Big 12 conference and a proven track record as 
an outstanding recruiter. We are very excited to have him be a part of our 
football program! 

Wyatt is just as glad to come to Nebraska as Callahan is to have him. 

“I'm very excited about becoming a part of Husker Nation,’ Wyatt said. 
“They have great tradition, and it's a program on the rise. They all have one 
mission — winning championships. mene is a good place, and itis a 





























since the Big 12 Conference was formed in 1996, | 
the University of Nebraska has had the most players| 
selected by NFL teams in the annual NFL Dratt. 
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MARCH MEMORIES 


March madness is exactly what the name implies. For a couple of weeks out of the year, the entire 
sports world stops. It really matters to basketball fans that Winthrop has a second half lead on 
Duke. Of course a lot of this is how your office bracket is looking after day one, but that’s just a 
small part of perhaps the greatest sports tournament on the planet. | talked to George Karl, the 
head coach of the Denver Nuggets, who bleeds — and | mean bleeds — North Carolina blue. He 
played in the Final Four in 1972. | asked a simple two word question “What happened?” Just like 
a machine gun, the ol’ coach is rattling off what took place on the hardwood 35 years ago. “We 
lost to Florida State. We were down by 20 and cut it to three. Back then they had a consolation 
game. We beat Louisville to finish 3rd” You can see the wheels turning as he recaps what 
happened. Keep in mind that at the time, Nixon was President and we were still a year away from 
Roe vs. Wade. “As rewarding as it was playing in the Final Four, just as rewarding was the year 
before when we won the NIT championship. It’s about watching a team come together...it’s about 
an inner satisfaction.’ Is it the greatest sports tournament on the planet, Coach? “I would say the 
World Cup is. That's like a showdown between countries. I've never seen anything like it.” 

Okay, so March Madness is a close second. 

Don't think for a moment though that today’s NBA player, with the million dollar salaries and 
tough attitudes don’t feel the same way as their elder statesmen. 

Carmelo Anthony won the tournament a few years ago. What was his biggest win in the big 
dance? “We beat Oklahoma in the Elite 8... we played zone defense against them and they 
couldn't figure it out. That was big. Winning the NCAA championship was my first real win. It 
didn’t sink in until a couple of months later.” Is he still recognized on his trips back to the ‘Cuse? 
“I'm like the Beatles when | go back.’ 

Marcus Camby was with a great UMass team back in the day, but for him it's more personal 
and all about bragging rights with his NBA counterparts. Again the brilliant question: What 
happened? “We got beat by Mark Pope (U of Kentucky and Camby’s former NBA teammate) in 
the Final Four. But we beat Iverson (Georgetown) that year — go talk to him!’ 

Allen lverson has earned plenty of accolades in the NBA. He played in the NBA Finals, he’s 
won scoring titles, All Star selections, Rookie of the Year, All Star MVP, and NBA MVP. So where 
does that run in Georgetown rank for him back in the 94-95 season? “Big, big... way near the top. 
| felt that season put me on the map. It made me as a basketball player who | am today.’ 

Steve Blake won the National championship in 2002 with Maryland. “To this day it's the biggest 
moment in my career. It was extremely important for me to win a championship in college. My 
biggest game was against UConn in the Elite 8. | hit a big three to clinch it? 

Eduardo Najera had a great four year run with Oklahoma from 1997-2000. His best was his 
senior year. “We had a legitimate shot at the Final Four. We got beat by Purdue. It’s still the most 
disappointing time in my basketball life” 

| spent the better part of a two hour plane flight talking to some great players who had terrific 
runs in the tournament but, | couldn't help but think of my Huskers. Truth be told Husker Nation, 
we need to find a way to get into this thing, and do it consistently. | really think Doc Sadler and 
Phillip “Half” Matthews will get the players to get us there. Karl said this: “The way you get there 
is by having a commitment to excellence. You get a coach who has a commitment to excellence 
and then you stand behind him. It's about setting a standard, a tradition, kind of a different path, 
a path of excellence’ Is it just me or does that sound like Husker football? 

In closing, I'll leave you with this from Blake: “Even if you haven't been to the dance in a while, 
you can always get in. You can win your tournament, catch fire at the right time and once you get 
there turn into Cinderella. It happens every year, that’s the beauty of the tournament.” 





Jason Kosmicki is the Director of Broadcasting for Altitude Sports and Entertainment and is the host of 
the Denver Nuggets pre and post game radio shows. 
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ARTURSABOLINS 


As a junior, Arturs Abolins became the first Husker men’s ath- 
lete to win a national title in the long jump at the NCAA Indoor 
and Outdoor Championships. He hopes to repeat the double 
feat as a senior this year. 

An economic major from Riga, Latvia, Abolins became the first 
Husker to win a national title in the men’s long jump as a junior 
last season, when he swept the event at the NCAA indoor and 
outdoor meets. The sweep marked only the 10th time in NCAA 
history an athlete claimed both national titles in the same sea- 
son. He also earned his second career Big 12 crown in the 
event at the indoor conference meet. 

On his way to doubling up on the national titles, Abolins 
soared to an indoor school-record mark of 26-7 1/4 on his final 
attempt to win the NCAA indoor crown. He broke the 26-foot 
barrier for the first time in his career during the qualifying round 
with a leap of 26-0 3/4 that sent him to his first career NCAA 
final. There he completed the national title sweep with a jump 
of 26-3 on his fifth of six attempts at the NCAA outdoor meet. 
In the process, Abolins became only the 10th men’s athlete in 
NCAA history to win both indoor and outdoor long jump national 
titles in the same season. 

“I've been consistently jumping 25 feet all year’ Abolins said 
after the meet, “but this was the first time I've gone eight meters. 
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Going eight (meters) was a childhood dream of mine. | realized 
last summer that if you don't enjoy the long jump you aren't go- 
ing to get high marks. God sent me a message, and I've enjoyed 
the indoor season and every single meet.’ 

Success came in Abolins’ fifth consecutive NCAA meet 
appearance, after he had failed to finish among the top 
eight in each of his previous attempts. He fouled on each 
of his three preliminary attempts at last year’s NCAA 
Indoor Championships. 

“| remember the last few years | was disappointed, because | 
knew | could be an All-American. This year | got revenge for all 
of those previous national meets.’ 

“That was a tremendous win for Arturs on his last jump,’ 
Head Coach Gary Pepin said. “He certainly is one of the best 
jumpers that we've had. Overall, there have been four or five 
jumpers (in school history) who have been really outstand- 
ing, and he’s certainly up there with that group. Indoors he’s 
the best” 

Prior to his win in the NCAA championships, Abolins 
had never broken the 26-foot mark in his career. His previ- 
ous career best was 25-9 1/2. Abolins finished off a tremen- 
dous indoor season that saw him go undefeated against 
collegiate competitors. 


Le 


: tink von: TUM ou 
AREN'T! CO 


(HS aE bi MARKS: J) 









\ 


by 





14 


_| \ CHUSKER PROFILE 








ELLIBROWN women’s Gotr 


Elli Brown emerged as one of the top players in the Nebraska 
lineup and the Big 12 Conference during an outstanding 
sophomore campaign in 2005-06. She will be counted on to 
lead the Huskers into a promising spring season. 

A native of Meridian, Idaho, Brown finished her sophomore 
year with Nebraska’s third-best stroke average (76.85), and 
ranked 19th in the Big 12. She produced four top-10 individual 
finishes on the year, all of which came during Nebraska's fall 
season. Brown ended the season on a strong note, tying for 
79th with teammate Sara Sackett at the NCAA Championships, 
Nebraska's second-best finish at the tournament. Her best finish 
was in her home state, where she finished tied for second at the 
2006 Bronco Invitational, hosted by Boise State. 

Brown's 309 over four rounds is tied for the fifth-best score 
ever by a Husker at the NCAA Championships. Her 74 in the 


second round matched former Husker All-American Sarah 
Sasse (2000) for the third-best NCAA Tournament round in 
school history, trailing only the 72 shot by Stephanie Ruiz in the 
opening round and Allison Stewart's 73 in the final round of the 
2006 tournament. 

“Elli has improved her short game at Nebraska, and we expect 
that to continue during her final two seasons,” Nebraska Coach 
Robin Krapfl said. “She is a big hitter who can attack any 
course. We expect her to continue to minimize her mistakes and 
become a consistently low scorer for us.’ 

The Big 12 Golfer of the Month for September, Brown was 
also selected a first team Academic All-Big 12 selection, and is 
a two-time member of the Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll. 
Brown is a business administration major who carries a 3.021 
grade-point average. 


(44 ELLIVHAS IMPROVED HER 
SHORT GAME AT NEBRASKA, 
AND WE EXPECT THAT TO 
CONTINUE DURING HER 
FINAL TWO SEASONS. | | | 
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The 2007 Nebraska women's tennis team will hit the courts with 
some new faces this season. The Huskers return only one letter 
winner from a season ago, junior Imke Reimers. If you are only 
going to be able to bring back one member of last year's team, 
however, Reimers would be an excellent choice. 

Heading into the spring season, Reimers was ranked No. 
1 in the ITA “Central Region” which includes half of the Big 
12 schools. She's ranked 30th in the ITA national rankings, 
putting her second among all Big 12 singles players and 
trailing only Zuzana Zemenova of Baylor. In the fall season of 
the Huskers’ 2006-07 tennis campaign, the junior math major 
from Papenburg, Germany posted an 11-3 record, including a 
singles championship at the ITA Central Regional Main Draw 
Championship on Oct. 22, 2006. Two of her three losses on 
the season have come to top-25 players, according to the 
ITA rankings. 

Reimers enters her junior season as the most experienced 
player on a young Nebraska squad. With two years under her 
belt, she will take on a greater leadership role this season while 
trying to find her third straight NCAA Tournament appearance 
with the Huskers. 

Head coach Scott Jacobson said Reimers is a great competitor 
who can hurt opponents from the baseline as well as with an 
attacking style. He added that the talented Reimers is one of the 
most complete players he has ever coached. 

Reimers started the fall season on a high note. Playing as 
the No. 2 seed in the field, she took four consecutive singles 





WOMEN’S TENNIS 


matches to win the Maroon Singles Flight at the Minnesota 
Invitational. Reimers cruised to the semifinals of the tournament 
where she faced Florentina Hanisch of Wichita State. After 
falling behind early, Reimers took control of the match to win 
4-6, 6-4, 13-11 in an exciting match tie-breaker. Reimers moved 
to the finals and defeated Jacqueline Lee of lowa to clinch the 
tournament title. 

Reimers posted a solid showing at the ITA Central Regionals. 
Entering as the No. 3 seed, she dominated her opponents to 
advance to the semifinals where she faced the No. 1 seed Ela 
Kaluder of Arkansas. Reimers wasted little time in taking control 
of the match, winning the first set, 6-4. In the second set, she 
clinched the upset with a 7-6 (4) victory. Reimers went on to 
take her second title of the fall, and in the process, advanced to 
the ITA National Indoor Championships. 

At the ITA Indoor National Championships, Reimers faced 
a tough draw as she opposed defending champion Diana 
Srebovic of Florida in the first round. Reimers dropped the 
contest against Srebovic and fell into the consolation round 
where she immediately upset No. 3-ranked Theresa Logar of 
Stanford, 2-6, 7-6 (5), 6-2, before falling in the tournament 
consolation quarterfinals. Logar is believed to be the highest 
ranked opponent a Husker has ever defeated. 

With the strong start to the fall season, Reimers is on track to 
take a place in the Nebraska record books, as she is on pace 
to finish her career in the top five in singles wins, doubles wins 
and combined wins. 
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AN INSIDE LOOK AT NCAA RULES 
SURROUNDING FANS, BOOSTERS, 
ALUMNI & RECRUITING 


Husker boosters and alumni are some of the most devoted fans and often want to show their support for Husker Athletics. However, 
there are limitations that preclude the type of support they may provide. By being educated and aware of the NCAA regulations 
controlling such support, all Husker fans, boosters and alumni can help to preserve our integrity and excellence at the University of 
Nebraska. The Athletic Department's Compliance Office is always available to answer any questions you may have, so, to avoid a 


potential violation, remember to ASK BEFORE YOU ACT, 


WHO IS A STUDENT-ATHLETE? 

A student-athlete is a student whose enrollment was solicited 
by a member of the athletic staff or other representative of 
athletic interests with a view toward the student's ultimate 
participation in the intercollegiate athletic program. Any other 
student becomes a student-athlete when the student reports 
for an intercollegiate squad that is under the jurisdiction 
of the athletics department. This includes students who 
are presently members of a varsity athletics team or who 
have completed their eligibility, but are still enrolled at 
the University. 


CONDUCT BETWEEN FANS, BOOSTERS, 
ALUMNI AND CURRENT-STUDENT ATHLETES 


May | contact a student-athlete? 
Yes, boosters and alumni may have in-person, telephone or 
e-mail contact with student-athletes. 


May | employ a student-athlete? 

It is permissible for a booster or alumni to employ a current 
student-athlete. Compensation MUST be based upon work 
actually performed and at a rate commensurate with services of 
like character in that locality. Compensation MAY NOT be based 
upon the student-athlete’s reputation, fame, publicity or athletic 
success. The student-athlete may not receive any benefits not 
provided to other employees and may not be used to advertise, 
promote or endorse the employer or product. 


May | provide a meal or reception for a Husker team 

in my hometown where that team is competing? 

Yes, a booster, alumni or alumni group may provide a meal or 
reception for a Husker team in the location where the team is 
competing. Arrangements for such events must be made in 
advance through the head coach of the particular team. 


May | have a student-athlete over to my house 

for dinner? 

Yes, a booster or alumni may invite a student-athlete to their 
home (not a restaurant or club) for a meal on an “occasional” 
basis. The meal may be catered, and reasonable transportation 
may be provided to the student-athlete. Please contact the 
Compliance Office prior to arranging the meal. 


May !| provide a scholarship to a particular 
student-athlete? 

No, a scholarship may not be provided to a particular student- 
athlete, however a booster or alumni may make an athletic 
scholarship contribution to the Athletic Department. 


May | provide a student-athlete with gifts? 

No, a fan, booster or alumni may not provide a student-athlete 
or their relatives or friends with any gifts. A gift would be 
considered an extra-benefit which is impermissible, unless it is 
demonstrated that the same benefit is generally available to the 
institution’s students or their relatives or friends determined on 
a basis unrelated to athletic ability. 


May | provide discounted housing or rent to 
student-athletes? 

Discounted housing or rent would be considered an extra- 
benefit, and it would be impermissible to provide such a discount 
to a student-athlete or his relatives or friends, 


May | purchase a complimentary admission ticket 

from a student-athlete? 

No, a student-athlete may not receive payment for his or her 
complimentary admissions and may not exchange them for any 
item of value. 


If you wish to review the NCAA Manual on this issue or any other 
issues, please go to www.ncaa.org. There is a PDF-version of 
the NCAA manual on the site, and you can download or read it 
at your leisure, 


If you have any questions on this subject or any others, please 
contact the athletics compliance office at 402.472.2042 or 
email compliance@huskers.com. 


GO BIG RED!! 


Josh White 

Director of Compliance 
300 West Stadium 
Lincoln, NE 68588 
402.472.2042 
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By Richard Mac 





one They weren't going to let it happen anak. Not after getting so close’a year before. Not after graduating 
Se pair of All-America players and losing. the reigning Player of the Year to off-season knee surgery. Not 
fter so much had been invested by. $0 many, and not even after dropping the first set of the title match. 
| Nebraska was not about to finish volleyball this season anywhere but on the winners’ podium. 

es Using: the disappointment of a national finals loss the season before as extra motivation, the Huskers 
didn’t let anything Stand in their way this time, completing a 33-1 campaign with a convincing four set 
See Es oer Steere in front of a raucous crowd of 17,209 at the Owest Center in Omaha. It was the 











Be oac ’ hin n Dunning. “The Red Wave was pretty powerful. To have that behind them was a 





2 se » for Nek ee Head Geach John Cook. “What a tremendous accomplishment 
e a national che impionship” he beamed after the title match win. “Of all the teams to win a national 
Y Gunpionetip. ‘this may be one of the best of all time. This team maxed out to their abilities. They really 
“never. wavered the entire year. To win this here in Nebraska, with this group of people overcoming the 
obstacles to get | here and dealing with this pressure, is definitely number one’” 

The Huskers, who lost ‘reigning. national Player of the Year Christina Houghtelling to knee surgery in July, 
leaned on Sarah Pavan and Jordan Larson this time, and the pair of Nebraskans proved they were up to the 
task. Against the Cardinal, Pavan had 22 kills and Larson 19. Nebraska became just the third team ever to 
win the national championship one season after losing i in the NCAA Final the year before. 

“It's unbelievable” Pavan said, “| don’t even know what I'm thinking right now. I've won championships 
with teams before, but this doesn't even compare. It's unbelievable to know that we're the best team in 
the country,” 

Nebraska was competing in the finals for the sixth time and became the first non-Pac 10 team in the last 
five years to win the title. NU also captured NCAA women's volleyball championships in 1995 and 2000 
with Cook leading the team during the past two title seasons. The Huskers are the first team since,1991 
to win a national title as the host institution. 

Pavan was named this year’s American Volleyball Coaches Association National Player of the Year and 
was selected as the championship tournament's Most Outstanding Player. She was Jess on the all- . 
tournament team by Larson and teammates Tracy Stalls and Rachel Holloway. .< 

“It was just such a long journey for our team, starting in China)’ noted Latson. “We've went sHrowgh 
some tough times. | knew we could pull it together in the end. | just wanted to win for Oy team and Bee my 
hardest and give everything | had? 





three-time All- menica. will return for her senior season as the new; anne. nee ae he eck and Shall 
will also be back as a senior. Larson will come back for her junior season, and Holloway will return for her 
sophomore year. Add Houghtelling back into that mix, and the Huskers are set to be dominant again. Cook 
will have the rare opportunity to coach the past two AVCA Players of the Year, | Pavan and Houghtelling, on 
the same team. 

That will lead to huge expectations going into next year. It’s pressure that ook i iS bead to handling. 
“Look at what we had to replace last year and the expectations that were placed on us, being ranked 
number one,” noted Cook (referring to the loss of All-America’s Melissa Elmer and Jennifer Saleaumua), | 
We've got two freshman on the court (this season). At times we had four first-year players out there. (Wi inning. 
this title is) an amazing accomplishment. | told this team when we were in China (during the summer of 
2006) that something special was going on. When you go on a trip to Asia for 20 days and you come 
back as tight as possible as a group, there was just something special. They found a way to get it done’ 

Now that Cook and his team have raised the bar, they could Pa that ee ee into Bonet 
national championship in 2008. 
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“It’s unbelievable to know that 
we're the best team in the country.” 


— Sarah Pavan 
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CHAMPIONS REVISITED: 


It might not have ended exactly the way Husker fans had 
hoped, but make no mistake, 2006 was a very good year 
for the Nebraska football team, and things only figure to 
get better. 

The Big 12 North Champions restored the order, finishing the 
season with a 9-5 record that included four losses to teams 
ranked in the top 13 in the final polls. Only a late October loss 
at Oklahoma State kept the Big Red from posting a 10-win 
season and a place for themselves in those final rankings. 
The preseason goal of winning the North was accomplished, 
as was the desire to gain equal footing with the nation’s 
elite teams. The Huskers were competitive at USC, were a 
Fe} CoM itl gale) (mech c-h Mm icelseMmel oscy-iadlale Mme(-y(-Jalellale Mar) ¢(e)ar-l mel-litl®) 
Texas, played stout defense and had chances to win late in the 
Big 12 title game against Oklahoma and in the Cotton Bowl 
against Auburn. 

Head Coach Bill Callahan has made it clear he wants no part 
ro) Mi nalele-] MAY (ei Cele (=s-Mmbo) ti Mimelo)iale Mm col-ta cobs Cel-Me-laleMalct-lah mm el-r-)tlire| 
an Auburn team that was ranked second in the country at 
rolal=M ole)ia) Mimt- lace Mm 'c- tom al-Melal hm cr-l gem com el=s-] Mar-lt(elal-|Mevar-lai)e) (elt) 
Florida - sends a loud and clear message to the rest of the 
conference and the country. Nebraska is back. 

lf 2006 was a very good year, 2007 could be great. The 
Huskers return nine players on offense with starting 
experience, losing QB Zac Taylor and FB Dane Todd. They 
will miss TE Matt Herian as well, but all the other receivers, 
including Maurice Purify, Terrance Nunn and Nate Swift will 
return. They'll likely be catching the bullets thrown by Arizona 
State transfer Sam Keller, a former Sun Bowl MVP and a guy 
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By Mark Knudson 
who has already lit up defenses like LSU and USC while a 
Sun Devil. 

The offensive line loses C Kurt Mann and oft-injured 
G Greg Austin, but Brett Byford started 12 games in the 
middle, and Chris Patrick, Matt Slauson, Mike Huff and the 
rest of the starters return. They'll block again for a talented 
felcolt) ome) mme-liiey-le comm lelereleliate Mi it-le lela Mi le.a\ am Orolo VM Ci(-lalaMe-lale| 
Kenny Wilson. 

On defense, the Blackshirts will look to pick up where they 
left off against the Sooners and Tigers. OU managed only 42 
rushing yards in the Big 12 title game, while Auburn could 
muster just 178 yards of total offense in the Cotton Bowl. 

The defensive line loses standouts Adam Carriker, Jay 
 felelcomm-lale Mm O)t- MED T-lelllalelllcommelti a@mc-itlleut-Mm) (el-laglt) colale mbit l am 
Ty Steinkuhler, Barry Turner and Zach Potter. At linebacker, 
Bo Ruud and Corey McKeon will be back, along with Steve 
Ofer e-\ Tlie lie m m= lace aie-lele(-lalellice lap 

The secondary will be bolstered by the return of Zac 
Bowman and another year for starting corners Andre Jones 
and Courtney Grixby, plus veteran safety Tierre Green. Add 
TaMmat-ice Mmallatlale Me-ie)o)ale)sle)c-s-oa (ons el-Mm)/t-}(e) mm ONUl|ol-laame-lale Mma d(or.al] 
Thenarse, plus the additions of signees Armando Murillo and 
Larry Asante, and the Blackshirts should feature an additional 
physical presence in the defensive backfield. 

The Huskers can certainly use the snub in the final polls as 
salelelie-litelimcolm@maeley Am li tgmelce(-lmsle) mc-t-1(e)¢-1e ME @-jaleltl (eM el-m-1e 
epic battle when USC comes to Lincoln on September 15th, 
likely bringing a number one ranking with them. The stage 
is set. 
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Mar. 6 

Mar. 9 

Mar. 10 
Mar. 11 
Mar. 13 
Mar. 15 
Mar. 16 
Mar. 17 
Mar. 20 
Mar. 21 
Mar. 23 
Mar. 24 
Mar. 25 
Mar. 27 
Mar. 28 
Mar. 30 
Mar. 31 
Apr. 01 

Apr. 03 
Apr. 05 
Apr. 06 
Apr. 07 
Apr. 10 
Apr. 11 
Apr. 13 
Apr. 14 
Apr. 15 
Apr. 17 
Apr. 20 
Apr. 21 
Apr. 22 
Apr. 24 
Apr. 25 
Apr. 27 
Apr. 28 
Apr. 29 
May 04 
May 05 
May 06 
May 11 
May 12 
May 13 
May 15 
May 18 


NEBRASKA-KEARNEY 
at Alabama 

at Alabama 

at Alabama 

WAYNE STATE 

at Texas Tech* 

at Texas Tech’* 

at Texas Tech* 
WESTERN ILLINOIS 
WESTERN ILLINOIS 
MISSOURI* 
MISSOURI" 
MISSOURI" 
NORTHERN COLORADO 
NORTHERN COLORADO 
at Texas A&M* 

at Texas A&M" 

at Texas A&M* 

at Creighton 
OKLAHOMA STATE* 
OKLAHOMA STATE* 
OKLAHOMA STATE* 
IOWA 

at Wichita State 

at Oklahoma“ 

at Oklahoma* 

at Oklahoma* 
CREIGHTON 

TEXAS* 

TEXAS* 

TEXAS* 

NORTH DAKOTA STATE 
NORTH DAKOTA STATE 
KANSAS STATE" 
KANSAS STATE’ 
KANSAS STATE" 
COASTAL CAROLINA 
COASTAL CAROLINA 
COASTAL CAROLINA 
BAYLOR" 

BAYLOR’ 

BAYLOR* 

at Creighton 

at Kansas" 


1:35 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
4 p.m. 

11 a.m. 
1:05 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
2 p.m. 
1:35 p.m. 
1:35 p.m. 
1:35 p.m. 
1:05 p.m. 
1:05 p.m. 
6:35 p.m. 
1:35 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
2 p.m. 

1 p.m. 
6:35 p.m. 
6:35 p.m. 
6:35 p.m. 
1:05 p.m. 
6:05 p.m. 
7 p.m. 

7 p.m. 

3 p.m. 

1 p.m. 
6:35 p.m. 
6:35 p.m. 
3:05 p.m. 
1:05 p.m. 
6:35 p.m. 
1:35 p.m. 
6:35 p.m. 
2:05 p.m. 
1:05 p.m. 
6:35 p.m. 
2:05 p.m. 
1:05 p.m. 
6:35 p.m. 
2:05 p.m. 
1:05 p.m. 
7:05 p.m. 
7 p.m. 


Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
Husker Sports Network 
FSN, Husker Sports Network 
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Mar. 09-10 
Mar. 30-31. 
Apr. 04-07 
Apr. 07 
Apr. 12-13 
Apr. 13-14 
Apr. 19-21 
Apr. 25-28 
Apr. 25-28 
Apr. 29 
May 05 
May 11-13 
May 25-26 
June 0609 
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SOFTBALL 

SHOCKER INVITATIONAL 

Mar. 09 Minnesota at Wichita, Kan. 10 a.m. 

Mar. 09 Western Illinois at Wichita, Kan. 12:30 p.m. 

Mar. 10 Western Illinois at Wichita, Kan. 10 a.m. 

Mar. 10 Minnesota at Wichita, Kan. 12:30 p.m. 

Mar. 11 Wichita State at Wichita, Kan. 12:30 p.m. 

BIG RED TOURNAMENT 

Mar. 16 NORTH DAKOTA STATE 11 a.m. 

Mar. 16 ARKANSAS 1:30 p.m. 

Mar. 17 ARKANSAS 11 a.m. | , ; 
Mar. 17 NORTH DAKOTA STATE 1:30 p.m. 4 see Ae Pinch ete 
Mar. 18 NORTH DAKOTA STATE 11 a.m. Ae et ty 
Mar. 18 ARKANSAS 4 p.m. ; i era | 
Mar. 21 CREIGHTON 6 p.m. 
Mar. 24 Baylor* at Waco, Texas 2 p.m. 

Mar. 25 Baylor* at Waco, Texas 1 p.m. 

Mar. 27 DRAKE (DH) 3:30 & 6 p.m. 

Mar. 28 COLORADO STATE (DH) 2&4p.m. 

Mar. 31 TEXAS TECH* 2 p.m. 

Apr. 01 TEXAS TECH* 12 p.m. 

Apr. 04 Kansas* at Lawrence, Kan. 3 p.m. 

Apr. 06 Texas A&M’ at College Station, Texas 6 p.m. 

Apr. 07 Texas A&M" at College Station, Texas 12 p.m. 

Apr 09 SOUTH DAKOTA STATE (DH) 4&6p.m. 

Apr. 11 Creighton at Omaha, Neb. 6 p.m. 

Apr. 14 TEXAS" 2 p.m. 

Apr. 15 TEXAS’ 12 p.m. 

Apr. 17 IOWA STATE* 5 p.m. 

Apr. 19 lowa State* at Ames, lowa 3:30 p.m. 

Apr. 21 Oklahoma’ at Norman, Okla. 2 p.m. ie ~* Ny. 
Apr. 22 Oklahoma’ at Norman, Okla. 1 p.m. on at a Mao i aS Ae age Mig athe 
Apr. 25 KANSAS* 6:30 p.m. Becl aire Caney ba 
Apr. 28 OKLAHOMA STATE* 2 p.m. 

Apr. 29 OKLAHOMA STATE* 1 p.m. 

May 05 Missouri* at Columbia, Mo. 2 p.m. 

May 06 Missouri* at Columbia, Mo. 1 p.m. 

May 10-12 Big 12 Championship at Oklahoma City, Okla. TBA 

May 18-20 NCAA Regional at TBA TBA 

May 25-27 NCAA Super Regional at TBA TBA 


May 31-June 06 Women’s College World Series at Oklahoma City, Okla. TBA 
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NCAA Indoor Champions t Fayetteville, Ark. TBA 
Stanford Invitational at Palo Alto, Calif. TBA 
Texas Relays at Austin, Texas TBA 
Emporia State Relays at Emporia, Kan. TBA 
~ Audrey Walton Multi-Events at Columbia, Mo. TBA 
John Jacobs Invitational at Norman, Okla. TBA 
Kansas Relays at Lawrence, Kan. TBA 
Drake Relays at Des Moines, lowa TBA 
Penn Relays at Philadelphia, Pa. TBA 
NEBRASKA OPEN 11 a.m. 
NEBRASKA INVITATIONAL 11 a.m. 
BIG 12 OUTDOOR CHAMPIONSHIPS TBA = ah 
NCAA Midwest Regional Championships at Des Moines, lowa TBA 3 xe Soa = % A ae) Sed as 
NCAA Outdoor Championships at Sacramento, Calif. TBA Se ers Per TA fit sp rOS ils 
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BY MARK KNUDSON 


“You're in Big Red Country.” Hear that, and most 
people start thinking football. They don't realize or 
understand that baseball is an equal 

part of that battle cry. Nebraska is baseball country, 
filled with passionate fans. With passion comes 
expectation. With expectation comes pressure. 

Bill Callahan feels it... and so does Mike Anderson. 
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The fifth-year head coach of the na- 
tionally renowned Nebraska baseball 
program, Anderson wouldn't have it any 
other way. 

“The expectations around here each 
year have jumped, and they continue to 
jump,’ noted Anderson. “When you're 45 
minutes away from the College World 
Series site, with the media attention and 
all that, the initial expectation every year is 
‘okay, how can this team get to the World 
Series: If this team were sitting in Cali- 
fornia or Florida or someplace else, we 
get a little bit of an exception to it..’you 
know what, if this team is good enough, 
they might make it... but here, we've 
got the expectation that we've got to 
get there. 

“That's heavy on the kids sometimes... 
but it's a good thing. | love the expecta- 
tion that we're going to be a top program. 
| think it makes our kids prepare better; 
| think it makes our kids stronger. When 
you win, the expectations continue to 
grow. | like it; | think it's great that we 
get kids in this program because of the 
fact that they think, ‘hey, this is a top ten 
program, and that’s the type of program | 
want to be in: “ 

Anderson leads the Huskers into a 
2007 season loaded once again with ex- 
pectations and the pressure to get back 
to Omaha for the CWS. Good thing for 
him that he has a veteran squad that re- 
turns 22 players from a team that won 42 
games a year ago and reached the NCAA 
tournament after a second place finish in 
the Big 12. As was the case a season 
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ago, those at the very top of the list of 
returnees are pitchers — All-America se- 
lections Tony Watson and Johnny Dorn, 
two of the players with the most on their 
shoulders this season. 

“The main focus when | took over as 
the head coach here was to say ‘we've 
got to become more pitching dominant,’ 
Anderson recalled. “That needs to be the 
strength of our program.” Watson and 
Dorn are two players who have stepped 
up and made that a reality for Anderson. 
A junior lefty who will likely be a profes- 
sional draft choice this June, the 6-foot-4, 
205-pound Watson earned All-America 
honors a year ago, going 10-2 with a 2.87 
ERA in 17 appearances. Watson ranked 
among the Big 12 leaders in ERA (third), 
wins (fourth), opponent batting average 
(.236, fifth) and innings pitched (100.1, 
seventh). He allowed one earned run or 
less in seven of his 15 starts last sea- 
son. A first-team All-Big 12 honoree, he 
spent the summer pitching in the Cape 
Cod League, where he garnered all-star 
honors while facing the best players in 
the country. 

Dorn, who earned All-America honors 
as a freshman, turned in another solid 
season by compiling a 9-4 mark with a 
3.89 ERA in 2006. The Grand Island na- 
tive, who now ranks sixth in school history 
with 21 career wins, was among the Big 
12 leaders in wins (sixth), shutouts (one, 
third), complete games (two, fourth) and 
ERA (17th). He joined Watson in pitching 
in the Cape Cod League and that experi- 
ence will pay dividends this spring. 


Anderson and Pitching Coach Dave 
Bingham can count on some other talent- 
ed arms as well, including Charlie Shirek, 
who returns after an impressive freshman 
campaign to move into the No. 3 spot 
in the rotation. He recorded a 4-2 mark 
with a 3.23 ERA in 18 contests, splitting 
time between the bullpen and the start- 
ing rotation. He led all Big 12 freshmen 
in ERA and has experience in big games, 
allowing one run over six innings in a win 
against Creighton in front of over 21,000 
fans at Rosenblatt Stadium. 

In the bullpen, the Huskers will look to 
replace “All-Everything” closer Brett Jen- 
sen, who finished his career as NU's all- 
time saves leader. They do welcome back 
several experienced arms, highlighted by 
the duo of right-hander Erik Bird and lefty 
Zach Herr. The pair combined for 48 ap- 
pearances last season, serving as the 
set-up men for NU in 2006. 

Bird was effective as a freshman in 
2006, posting a 0.82 ERA in 24 games. 
He allowed just two of 23 inherited run- 
ners to score and went 18 appearances 
before surrendering his first earned run. 
He'll get first crack at the role of closer. 

In order to take advantage of the strong 
pitching staff, the Husker offense will have 
to step up from a season ago. Of the six 
returning position players, the most will 
be expected from All-America shortstop 
Ryan Wehrle. Wehrle became the first 
Husker shortstop to earn that honor by 
ranking sixth in the Big 12 with a .367 
average, eight homers and 48 RBIs. The 
junior topped NU in five offensive cate- 
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gories (hits, runs, doubles, walks and on- 
base percentage) while also going a per- 
fect 14-for-14 in stolen bases a year ago. 
Wehrle was drafted in the 18th round 
by the Cincinnati Reds last summer as a 
draft-eligible sophomore, but elected to 
return to NU for his junior season. 

His double play partner up the middle 
will be second baseman Jake Optiz, an 
honorable-mention All-Big 12 pick who 
hit .293 with a pair of homers, 27 RBIs 
and eight stolen bases in his first full 
year of starting at second base. The ju- 
nior is poised for a breakout season, as 
the Husker coaches considered him the 
most improved player in the fall, ranking 
among team leaders in nearly every of- 
fensive category. 

“Jake has emerged as one of our lead- 
ers this season and has played with a 
purpose, Anderson said. “He is very 
competitive and plays the game hard 
every time he steps on the field. It's one 
of the best double-play combinations we 


have had here. They competed against 
each other for a spot as freshmen and 
played next to each other last season, so 
they're very comfortable with each other 
on the field” 

A lot will be needed from first base- 
man Andrew Brown as well. A second- 
team Big 12 honoree as a utility player, 
Brown hit .298 with nine homers and 30 
RBls in just 37 games a year ago. The 
senior from Carrollton, Texas, was the 
Huskers’ hottest hitter down the stretch, 
hitting .355 with five homers in his final 
16 games. Brown comes off a summer 
where he hit .886 with nine homers and 
40 RBIs in 36 games and is primed for a 
big 2007 campaign. 

Despite the loss of All-America Luke 
Gorsett, the Huskers return a trio of play- 
ers with starting experience in the out- 
field in juniors Bryce Nimmo and Andy 
Gerch and sophomore Nick Sullivan. 
Gerch, who was the star of the Husk- 
ers’ 2005 postseason run, returns to the 
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outfield after an injury relegated 
him to the DH role last season. He 
missed part of the season with a 
shoulder injury, but was an honor- 
able-mention All-Big 12 performer, 
hitting .290 with four homers and 
18 RBls in just 37 games. Now 
healthy, Gerch will be one of the 
Huskers’ offensive keys to success 
this spring. 

“We're excited to have Andy 
fully healthy again,’ Anderson said. 
“He is the type of player who can 
hit in the middle of our lineup and 
get on a roll and carry a team for a 
stretch. He was able to participate 
in our lifting program this year and 
it shows when he is on the field’ 

Nimmo is the returning starter in 
center field after starting 51 games 
a year ago. He batted .259 with 
three homers, 21 RBls and a team- 
best 16 stolen bases, a total that 
ranked among the Big 12 leaders. 
Nimmo was one of two Huskers to 
draw more walks than strikeouts 
and had a .373 on-base percent- 
age. The 5-11, 175-pound junior is 
also one of the best defensive out- 
fielders in the Big 12, having the 
speed and the range to cover most 
of the outfield. 

“Bryce allows us to be very good 
defensively because he covers so 
much ground out there” Anderson 
said. “He is also the ideal lead-off 
hitter who has a good eye at the 
plate and can use his speed to dis- 
rupt opponents.’ 

Sullivan performed well in a limit- 
ed role during his redshirt freshman 
year, hitting .318 with two homers 
and 12 RBis in just 66 at-bats. The 
left-handed hitting Sullivan enjoyed 
a breakout fall, leading the Husk- 
ers in hitting and ranking second 
in homers and RBls, putting him 
in line to be a major contributor 
this season. He has been slowed 
by a broken thumb suffered in De- 
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cember, which may limit his swings 
early in the season. 

“Nick has shown flashes of his 
potential in the first two years here, 
out really put it together during the 
fall’ Anderson said. “His injury set 
him back a bit, but we need him to 
be healthy so he can play a major 
role for us this spring’ 

In order to position themselves 
for another shot at the CWS, the 
Huskers will have to avoid the 
late season hitting slumps _ that 
they fell into down the stretch a 
season ago. 

“The biggest thing is that we 
have to keep our kids fresh,” noted 
Anderson. “By the end of the year 
last year | think our depth was av- 
erage at best, and | think our kids 
wore down a little bit. The key is on 
my part. | have to keep those kids 
fresh, to make sure they are rested 
and healthy throughout the year” 

If attitude is everything, then An- 
derson’s fourth Husker team could 
be among his best. Accepting the 
pressure and the expectations of 
playing at Nebraska has made this 
team mentally tough. 

“| think they have a very good idea 
of what it takes to be successful) 
Anderson said. “It's a great sign for 
your team when your leaders are 
your hardest workers. They expect 
everyone to follow them and to be 
on the same page, and if they're 
not, they want to raise the level of 
everyone else's work. 

“The way they have an- 
swered the challenge has been 
very encouraging: 

Will it be enough to satisfy the 
baseball-crazed Husker Nation? 
With that in mind, Anderson has 
just one goal. 

“Around here, the only really 
truly successful season in a lot 
of people's minds is if we make it 
to Omaha.” 
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A word from Head Coach 
Mike Anderson 

and the Husker Home Run 
Club Board 


"| would like to encourage your participation and membership 
in the Nebraska Baseball Husker Home Run Club on behalf 
of the staff and team. It is our commitment to provide a family 
atmosphere for players, to help them develop personally, and to 
win National Championships. 


We enjoy the finest facilities, equipment, and fan atmosphere 
in college baseball thanks in no small part to the contributions 
and volunteer efforts of the Home Run Club. Maintenance of 
this status and achievement of our future goals would be difficult 
without their efforts. The Junior Home Run Club, our annual Meet 
and Greet event and the baseball banquet keep us in touch with 
the community. 


Your participation at any level ensures opportunities for our play- 
ers to grow in all aspects of their lives and become the type of 
young men Nebraskans can be proud of." 


Mike Anderson. 
Head Baseball Coach 


We want to thank all Home Run Club Members for their support 
of the Nebraska Baseball Program. It is our goal to have coaches, 
players and Home Run Club members experience the fun and 
excitement of college baseball at the University of Nebraska. One 
of the best ways to show your support for the team is by joining 
the Home Run Club and investing in something special. We hope 
to see you and your family at the ball park. 


Husker Home Run Club Board of Directors 


Husker Home Run Club Mission Statement 
The Husker Home Run Club, a booster organization for 


Nebraska Baseball, exists to support Nebraska Baseball by 
providing funding for equipment, plant improvements and 
coach amenities; encouraging the social, scholastic and 
on-field development of the players; establishing a family at- 
mosphere for team members, their parents and the coaches: 
and providing activities for members, fans and especially Jr. 
Home Run club members. 


dult Home Run Club Memberships 
Newsletter/Window Decal/$15 Gift Certificate 
Newsletter/Window Decal/$25 Gift Certificate 
Newsletter/Window Decal/$35 Gift Certificate 
Newsletter/Window Decal/$45 Gift Certificate 
Newsletter/Window Decal/$55 Gift Certificate 


**Members can receive the weekly newsletter via e-mail or pick up a copy 
at the Home Run Club Trailer by showing a current membership card. 


Jr. Home Run Club Memberships 


This Club is designed for young Husker fans between the ages of 2 — 12. 
The membership fee is $10 and it's a great way to get the Junior Huskers 
involved in Husker Baseball. 

Q $10 Name ___ T-Shirt Size 

QO $10 Name T-Shirt Size 

© $10 Name__ _____T-ShirtSize_ 

O $10 Name T-Shirt Size 





T-Shirt Sizes Available: Youth - 6/8, 10/12, 14/16 
Adult - S,M,L,XL, XXL 


NAME 

ADDRESS 
CITY/STATE/ZIP 
HOME PHONE 
E-MAILADDRESS 


Make checks payable to the Husker Athletic Fund or you 
can use one of the following credit cards: 


Card # 

Name on Card 
Phone 
Signature 
Expiration Date 


___ VISA ____ MasterCard 


Total Donation $ 


___ Discover 


Applications should be mailed to: Home Run Club, 
PO Box 880160, Lincoln, NE 68588-0160 


Questions or Comments: 
(402) 472-2269 
www.huskerhomerunclub.com 
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stability and continuity at the top 
have always served Nebraska 
teams well. Nowhere is that 
more evident today than with 
the successful Husker softball 
program. Led by Head Coach 
Rhondda Revelle, who enters her 
15th season at the helm, and 
her top assistant, Lori Sippel, 
the Huskers entered the 2007 
season nationally ranked and 
ready to contend for national 
and Big 12 honors. Entering 

this season, the two standout 
coaches have combined to be a 
part of 860 of Nebraska's 1,028 
all-time victories (84 percent). 


Nebraska finished the 2006 season 
with a No. 14 final ranking in the USA To- 
day/NFCA Coaches poll. The final rank- 
ing marked the 12th consecutive season 
the Huskers finished the year among 
the top 25. Nebraska is one of only six 
teams in the nation - and one of only two 
in the Big 12 Conference - to be ranked 
in the final poll in each of its 12 years 
of existence. 

This season, Revelle and Sippel will 
count on more standout work from a 
talented pitching staff to lead them 
against a rugged schedule that features 
at least 18 games against teams that 
earned 2006 NCAA Tournament bids. 
The Huskers will also play at least four 
regular-season contests against teams 
that advanced to Super Regional, in- 
cluding a pair against Women's Col- 
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lege World Series participant Texas. A 
season ago, the staff took on the rug- 
ged schedule with great success, post- 
ing a 1.65 team ERA to rank in the top 
20 nationally. 

Nebraska has produced an All-Big 
12 pitcher in each of the last 10 sea- 
sons dating back to 1997. Pitching has 
helped lead the Huskers to 12 consecu- 
tive NCAA Tournament appearances and 
a pair of WCWS berths since 1995. 
Revelle hopes this staff — which she 
considers among the deepest in pro- 
gram history — will lead Nebraska back to 
Oklahoma City. 

“| think the pitching staff is really go- 
ing to be the lifeline for the program this 
year because any one of the three pitch- 
ers can win any game,’ Revelle said. “I 
feel confident any of them could beat 
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any team and that’s very comforting to 
know. Individually, they all have improved 
their game’ 

The pitching staff is led by senior right- 
hander Ashley DeBuhr, a two-time All-Big 
12 and All-Midwest Region selection. 
The Huskers return every pitcher from 
last year’s squad that ranked second in 
the Big 12 Conference in wins and third 
in ERA. The staff will also feature Molly 
Hill, who set a single-season school re- 
cord with a .900 winning percentage 
after finishing with an 18-2 record as a 
freshman. The staff is further bolstered by 
the addition of another talented pitcher, 
freshman Alex Hupp, who earned first- 
team high school All-America honors 
from the National Fastpitch Coaches As- 
sociation in 2006. 

Armed with a talented pitching staff, 
Nebraska's biggest challenge this sea- 
son will be finding more production from 
a much less experienced offense. Seniors 
Devin Porter and Jamie Waldecker return 
after earning all-conference accolades in 
2006, and Nebraska also returns its top 
home run hitter from a year ago in sec- 
ond-team All-Big 12 pick Crystal Carwile. 
Still, the lineup could feature as many as 
six players with fewer than 75 career 
at bats. While the seniors are proven 
producers who have been through the 
rigors of a demanding season, the ma- 
jority of the Huskers’ roster is inexperi- 
enced. Two-thirds of the roster - 10 of 
15 players - enters the 2007 campaign 
with no more than one season of expe- 
rience at the Division | level, including 
four newcomers. 

NU will rely heavily on newcomers in 
the outfield, where Nebraska lost all three 
starters from last season. With senior 
Jaime Borg switching to the outfield after 
serving as a pitcher the last two seasons, 
NU now has five outfielders listed on its 
roster. Including Borg, those five players 
have combined for 19 starts and 38 at 
bats at the Division | level. 

“The coaches are spending a lot of 
time talking about how to maximize our 
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offense,” said Revelle. “There are areas 
where we do not have a lot of experi- 
ence — it's not that we lack talent, we 
lack experience at this point. Part of 
the fun is to create our offensive iden- 
tity. | think our defense and pitching 
have experience. When you can come 
out and shut out teams, it really speaks 
volumes to giving your offense time to 
get going.” 

Even with all of the questions and in- 
experience, Revelle points to the overall 
talent level and work ethic of her team 
as reasons why the Huskers have high 
hopes for the 2007 season. 





“I've always said I've never known 
teams in the country and the confer- 
ence that talk about Nebraska right out 
of the gate,” Revelle said. “I think we're 
in better shape to make a run at the Big 
12 trophy than we were even last year. 
Our goals are really to work to put one 
or two of those Big 12 trophies in our 
trophy case and position ourselves to 
be a No. 1 seed for the NCAA Tourna- 
ment. It’s a real goal of this team to be a 
No. 1? 

When they reach post season play, the 
Huskers won't show up as strangers. Ne- 
braska is one of nine teams to appear in 





the past 12 NCAA Tournaments. NU also 
has a history of earning high seeds in the 
tournament. In the eight seasons prior to 
the format switch that occurred in 2005, 
Nebraska earned a No. 2 seed or higher 
in the NCAA Regional every season. The 
only other teams that accomplished that 
feat were Arizona, Michigan, Oklahoma 
and Washington. 

Overall, NU has earned 17 NCAA 
Tournament bids, tying Texas A&M for the 
most NCAA berths of any Big 12 school. 
The Huskers have advanced to the Col- 
lege World Series seven times, the most 
of any school in the league. 
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NINE ALL-AMERICANS TO BOLSTER HUSKERS IN 2007 
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MEN & WOMEN'S TRACK PREVIE\ 


Nebraska returns four women’s 

and five men’s athletes for the 2007 
season who have combined to earn 
19 NCAA All-America honors during tuuanascotWns 
their outstanding careers. LEAING there are some unknown factors there 
the pack is senior Ashley Selig, Who jee oan ee eon ae ean 
REIS TOGIETERS DVG OF TG WETS Bes ust uci borate 
including the 2004 NCAA indoor individuals here. who possess outstand- 
championship in the pentathlon. "Fun oh Wi heer aden te 
NU returns a second national tin a Acacia oe 
champion in senior Dace Ruskule, 

who won the NCAA outdoor discus 

title last season, and junior Jenny 

Green (pole vault) who also will 

compete for further accolades this 


and field publication with a No. 8 rating. 
The class featured the signings of former 
high school All-Americans Seth Burney, 


is only one season shy of tying former 
Husker coach Frank Sevigne as the 
longest-tenured track and field coach in 
school history. Sevigne logged 28 sea- 
sons leading the NU men’s program from 
1956 through 1983. 

Pepin has helped the Husker women 
combine for 38 of their 40 conference 


Nebraska brought in a fifth women’s 
All-American to join the squad during the 
off-season in sophomore Brysun Stately, 
who placed sixth in the pole vault at the 
2006 NCAA outdoor meet. Senior Arturs 
Abolins, a two-time national champion 
in the long jump, leads the men’s squad 
into the season, while junior Dusty Jonas, 
a four-time All-American in the high jump, 
also returns. Two-time All-American Nate 
Probasco will be the Huskers’ leader in 
the sprints during his senior campaign. 
Gable Baldwin (pole vault) and Daniel 
Roper (triple jump), each one-time hon- 
orees, also will compete in their final sea- 
sons as Huskers. 

Some new blood will boost NU’s 
cause as well. A pair of incoming classes 
ranked among the nation’s top 10 by 
Track & Field News magazine will aid 


season. Only Green will compete 
during the 2007 indoor season. 


both Husker men’s and women's teams 
in their championship drives during the 
2007 season. 

The women's class, ranked No. 4 na- 
tionally by Track & Field News, will help 
fill the holes created by the loss of a 
2006 senior class that accounted for 
three individual NCAA titles and 21 All- 
America finishes. The group, which was 
highlighted with signings by former high 
school All-Americans Stately and Epley 
Bullock, along with international com- 
bined events prospects Gyérgyi Farkas 
and Megan Wheatley, was NU'’s first-ever 
top-five ranked class. 

While the Husker men lost 10 All- 
America finishes with members of its 
2006 senior class, this season's group of 
newcomers earned one of the program's 
highest rankings ever by the famed track 


titles, while also notching 20 of the pro- 
gram’s 21 top-five NCAA team finishes, 
including each of Nebraska's three in- 
door national championships. He has led 
the men's team to 25 of its 57 indoor and 
outdoor conference crowns, while also 
notching two NCAA top-five finishes. The 
Huskers’ second-place finish at the 1996 
NCAA Indoor Championships ranks as 
the squad's highest at an NCAA meet. 
The Husker women feature outstand- 
ing depth in areas such as the vertical 
jumps and combined events, while other 
event groups, such as the sprints and 
hurdles, will rely almost exclusively on un- 
proven youngsters. They'll rely heavily on 
youth, like sophomore Chi Kalu, the lone 
returnee among the short sprints group. 
Freshman Sarah Lyons, one of the great- 
est sprinters in Nebraska prep history, 
brings an impressive resume with her to 
Lincoln, and she could be NU's featured 
athlete this season in the short sprints. 
“Sarah has the ability to contribute ina 
variety of events, anything from the 100 
to the 400 meters,” said Assistant Coach 


The Cornhusker 933 





MEN & WOMEN’S TRACK PREVIEW 


NEBRASKD 
a ae 
»* 280 3 


ers a Z 





Matt Martin. “Now that she has had the 
ability to train every day, she has shown 
Big 12-caliber potential right away.” 

The Huskers suffered huge losses in 
the throws with the graduation of 10-time 
All-American Becky Breisch and a sea- 
son-ending shoulder surgery in the fall for 
Wilkinson, who finished runner-up in the 
NCAA javelin competition last year. 

Despite the setbacks, several impact 
athletes remain in the area, including 
senior NCAA discus champion Dace 
Ruskule, who came of age as a junior to 
win her first national title. She enters the 
season as a Clear-cut favorite to repeat 
in 2007. 

“Dace will try to fortify her standing 
among the elite in the history of Nebras- 
ka track and field,” Assistant Coach Mark 
Colligan said. “Preparations are going 
well, and her interests extend beyond the 
NCAA to next summer's World Champi- 
onships, so we are trying to organize her 
season to peak for those two events.” 

The high jump should be a much-im- 
proved event for Nebraska. Freshman 
Bullock, who jumped 6-0 in high school, 
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appears to be the leader of the group, 
and Pepin believes she could have a 
bright future as a Husker. 

“Epley has the ability to be a national- 
level scorer in the high jump,’ Pepin said. 
“Whether she does that as a freshman is 
unknown, but she has probably jumped 
as high for her age as any female we have 
ever had compete here at Nebraska.” 

A two-time All-America Pole Vaulter, 
Green, a junior, returned from an 18- 
month layoff last year to earn a Big 12 
championship and a pair of national 
meet appearances, but she was slowed 
down the stretch outdoors with a recur- 
ring back injury. Keeping Green pain-free 
will be one of the team’s top priorities 
in 2007. 

“Jenny did a fabulous job indoors com- 
ing off her injury and exceeded my ex- 
pectations,” Assistant Coach Kris Grimes 
said. “That being said, we didn't quite 
get it right last year. We both feel that we 
have a better plan for this year, and are 
going to make sure we keep her healthy 
for the whole season: 

With six potential all-conference ath- 
letes, the combined events should be the 
deepest area on the women's squad in 
2007. The group will feature three return- 
ing Big 12 scorers, including a former 
NCAA champion, in addition to three tal- 
ented newcomers. 

“We are absolutely delighted with the 
talent level in this group,” Grimes said. 
“Rarely do you have this type of depth in 
a group, but the good thing is that all of 
these women are multiple threats. Each 
of them can move outside of the multis 
and score in other areas at the confer- 
ence level." 

Headlining the group in her final season 
will be Selig, the 2005 NCAA champion 
in the pentathlon. Selig redshirted out- 
doors last season due to nagging back 
and hip injuries and will return only to 
compete in the heptathlon outdoors. 

“Ashley has looked really good” Grimes 
said. “I really feel that she is right on her 
game, With changing her training around 





to help prevent those recurring injuries, 
| think she will be a major force for us in 
the heptathlon this season’ 

On the men's side, the Huskers en- 
ter the 2007 season with high hopes of 
once again challenging the top teams of 
the Big 12 Conference and the NCAA. 
While five Husker All-Americans who 
helped NU finish among the top 18 at 
both NCAA indoor and outdoor com- 
petitions last year are no longer with 
the squad, a talented core of returning 
athletes will mix with one of the nation’s 
most-heralded recruiting classes to cre- 
ate a team with excellent depth. 

“Our men’s team has a chance to be 
very good,” Pepin said. “It is a team that 
in some areas is fairly young, but it should 
have a lot of balance to it. We have some 
areas that | think will be very good." 

The men’s team once again will 
showcase balance, with several event 
groups—most notably the jumps, pole 
vault and multi-events—featuring some 
of the nation’s best collections of talent. 
Five All-Americans return, including Abo- 
lins, but it could be Track & Field News’ 
No. 8-ranked class of newcomers that 
will help decide if the Huskers are truly 
challengers for their 58th and 59th all- 
time conference titles. 

“A few of our freshmen have a chance 
to make an immediate impact on our 
team,’ Pepin said. “There are some in this 
class who should be able to score fairly 
high at the Big 12 Championships.” 

Senior Nate Probasco, a two-time 
All-America and four-time Big 12 cham- 
pion, will carry the torch for NU's sprints 
corps in his final season. Probasco will 
be asked to compete in as many as four 
events during conference competition, in 
addition to providing a veteran presence 
for an extremely young group. 

“The way he's taken a big workload of 
training and handled himself during the 
fall has made him a great leader and influ- 
ence on our group that has a lot of young 
talent,’ Assistant Coach Matt Martin said. 
“| think he's the right person for the ben- 
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efit of our team to be able to do a lot of 
different events’ 

Freshmen Scott Wims and Lukas Hu- 
lett both boast outstanding credentials, 
making them ready to provide an instant 
impact. Wims may be the Huskers’ top 
threat in the 100-meter dash, with Hulett 
possibly pacing the team in the 400. 

“Wims and Hulett are going to be really 
helpful to the team this year, Martin said. 
“They have a ton of talent, and as time 
goes on, they appear to be the next wave 
of Husker sprinters who will help us battle 
for Big 12 titles and All-America honors.’ 

The Huskers have several prospects 
ready to help replace 2006 Big 12 cham- 
pion Mark Harrison in the 400-meter 
hurdles, led by freshman Tim Grier, who 
earned fourth place during the summer at 
the U.S. Junior Championships. 

“Tim has absolutely great credentials!’ 
Maxwell said. “He’s one of the best ath- 
letes I've recruited since I've been here. 
He has the complete package; it’s just a 
matter of how quickly he progresses and 
puts everything together” 

Junior Peter van der Westhuizen is the 
lone returning All-Big 12 honoree in the 
distance area, and despite having lin- 
gering problems with compartment syn- 
drome during the cross country season, 
he appears ready to excel on the track 
as one of several Huskers in the mile and 
1,500-meter events. 

“Peter is a wonderful talent,” Assistant 
Head Coach Jay Dirksen said. “He will 
compete with the best in the conference, 
as he's in really great shape coming out 
of the cross country season.” 

As has been the case during the last 
few years, Nebraska's fortunes in the 
throws area rests with a deep group 
of athletes in the weight and hammer 
throws. Assistant Coach Mark Colligan 
expects at least three Huskers to com- 
pete for league honors in the two events 
this season. 

Headlining the group will be senior Is- 
sar Yazhbin, a former Big 12 champion in 
the hammer who redshirted in 2006 due 
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to a severe groin injury. Yazhbin is fully re- 
covered and is expected to build toward 
a return to the NCAA Championships, 
where he first appeared in 2005. 

“Issar is moving effectively enough 
where | don't think of him as having a 
past injury, but in terms of his potential? 
Colligan said. “We won't be satisfied 
if he is only as good as he was before 
the injury.’ 

Pepin’s jumps group boasts the larg- 
est group of proven talent on this year’s 
Nebraska team. Three All-Americans 
who have combined for seven honors 
and five Big 12 titles return in 2007, led 
by Abolins. He shrugged off previous 
NCAA meet disappointments as a junior 
with a pair of clutch performances to be- 
come the first national champion men's 
long jumper in NU history. While Abolins 
returns as the NCAA favorite with an 
eye toward the European Champion- 
ships next summer, Pepin still sees room 
for improvement. 

“Arturs is an older, more mature guy 
now,’ Pepin said. “He is a good competi- 
tor and a smart athlete. He doesn't get 
rattled in meets. And | still think there are 
areas where he can get better.’ 

One of the deepest groups on this 
year's Nebraska squad is expected to be 
in pole vault, as the roster features four 
athletes with 17-foot-plus potential in the 
event. Senior All-America Gable Baldwin 
looks to conclude his career on a high 
note by reaching the NCAA Champion- 






ships both indoors and outdoors for the 
first time since his sophomore season of 
2005. 

“This fall, Gabe has had some of the 
best practices of his life” Assistant 
Coach Kris Grimes said. “He really de- 
veloped consistency on the runway, 
which has always been a big factor in 
his performance: 

NU's other senior, Nic Petersen, will 
compete only outdoors after exhausting 
his indoor eligibility. Grimes is hopeful 
that Petersen will reach his first NCAA 
meet in his final opportunity, calling the 
Omaha, Neb., product “bigger, stronger 
and faster than he's ever been.’ 

In addition to the pole vault, Nebraska 
will need to receive substantial points 
from its combined events athletes to chal- 
lenge the Big 12's elite in 2007. Luckily 
for NU, a relatively young group of four 
Huskers could have a positive effect on 
the squad's title hopes. 

Senior Lee Martin and junior Ben Schut- 
ter each earned all-conference honors 
and fell just shy of reaching the NCAA 
Championships last season. Health 
will be a big key for both athletes, but 
Grimes believes both could be in line for 
big seasons. 

“The long throws are fabulous for Lee, 
and those events are very important for 
him,” Grimes said. “The elbow problems 
that hampered him two years ago are now 
gone, and | expect to see him competing 
in the decathlon at the NCAA meet.” 
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Hardy, Gritfin. 
leading Huskers 
Into postseason 


By Alex Cameron 
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Nebraska Coach Connie Yori said a healthy Griffin should 
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| For just the 10th time in school history, the Nebraska Women's 
_ basketball team has broken the 20-win barrier on their way 
to one of the best seasons in school history. It's the first time 
since the 1998-99 season that the Huskers have posted 
20 victories. 

Before a late February slump took them out of a tie for first 
place, the Huskers had reached #19 in the national polls, 
posting wins over Texas in Austin and perennial power Baylor 
in Lincoln. 

Naismith Trophy candidate Kiera Hardy crossed the 1,800- 
point mark in her career in February. The 5-6 senior guard from 
Kansas City, Missouri continues her climb up NU's career 
scoring list and the Big 12 all-time three-point chart, while 
rounding out her all around game. She is also gunning for All- 
America honors once again. 

An equally big part of the Huskers success this season has 
been the stellar play of 6-2 sophomore Kelsey Griffin. Griffin 
leads Nebraska in rebounding, free throws made and free 
throws attempted as she continues to grind down opponents in 
the low post. She has earned spots on the Veterans Day Classic 
and State Farm Classic all-tournament teams and was named 
the Big 12 Player of the Week on Jan. 8. 

Last season Griffin, a native of Anchorage, Alaska where she 
was the Gatorade Alaska State Player of the Year, became the 
first NU freshman since Meggan Yedsena in 1990-91 to start 
every game of her rookie campaign. Griffin was just the fourth 
Husker freshman in history to do so. The 2006 Big 12 Freshman 
of the Year as chosen by the Dallas Morning News, Griffin was 
Nebraska's second-leading scorer and top rebounder during an 
impressive rookie campaign. She averaged 13.3 points and 6.0 
rebounds per game despite being limited the final nine games 
of the season by illness. 

Griffin has been the perfect compliment to Hardy, posting 
more than 10 double-doubles this year. For the season, she 
has averaged better than 15 points and nearly nine rebounds 
per contest. 

Along with her scoring and rebounding abilities, Griffin is also 
an outstanding defender, posting 24 blocks and 40 steals in 
her freshman season. In addition to being able to match up 
with larger post players, Griffin also has the quickness to guard 
smaller backcourt players one-on-one on the wing. 
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help the Huskers return to the postseason for the fourth 
consecutive year. 

“Kelsey has an outstanding work ethic, and she knows how 
to play hard when she’s out on the court,’ Yori said. “Her illness 
really limited one of the strengths of her game last season, 
which was her ability to go all out for long periods of time. If she 
is fully healthy, her energy level and aggressiveness on the court 
is tough to stop.” 











TELEVISION 


Starting in mid-December, tune in 
to the Nebraska Women’s 
Basketball Show with Coach 
Connie Yori. Each week you can 
view women’s basketball 
highlights, previews, interviews 
and special features. Check your 
local listings or call your local 
cable provider for dates and air 
times across Nebraska and lowa. 





Join Nebraska Head Coach Connie 
Yori for a weekly radio call-in show 
in November and December on 
Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m., and on 
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in January until 
the end of the season. Coach Yori’s 
show can be heard statewide on 
the Host Communications Husker 
Sports Network. 


INTERNET 


Access both shows at 
Huskers.com. Listen to the radio 
show live at Huskers.com or watch 
the television show at your own 
convenience on Nebraska's 
premium site - HuskersNside. 








He was a member of the most successful men’s basketball 
squad in Nebraska history, the 1990-91 team, and recently 
had his number 52 retired by the school. He’s gone on to a 
stellar 12-year NBA career, and last fall, Eric Piatkowski was 
inducted into the Nebraska Basketball Hall of Fame. Now a 
member of the Phoenix Suns, Piatkowski is part of success on 
the hardcourt once again. What does he think about the future 
of men’s basketball at Nebraska? 


WHAT DO YOU THINK OF DOC SADLER AS 

THE NEW COACH AT NEBRASKA? 
ve heard all positive things about him, but | personally 
don't know him. | wish him all the best and hopefully 
he gets the program turned around and heading in the 
right direction. 


HOW MUCH DO YOU FOLLOW THE HUSKER 
BASKETBALL TEAMS NOW? 
Not much because we are so busy. When you are a player 
in the NBA you basically have a game every other night. | 
have three children now, a newborn baby, an eight-year- 
old daughter, and a five-year-old boy. It is tough for me to 
follow the team much except for the internet. 


HOW WOULD YOU RATE THE HUSKERS 
PROGRESS IN SADLER'S FIRST SEASON? 
I'm sure when I’m done playing and retired | will follow it 
much more closely. | look forward to that stage in my life, 
but right now there is just other stuff on my plate. 


WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE DOC? 
| don't know what type of advice | would give him; I've 
never been involved with coaching. Other then to wish 
him luck and tell him that if he gets something going 
good the fans and the people are great there. They will 
support you. 


CAN A “FOOTBALL SCHOOL” BECOME A 

CONSISTENT WINNER IN BASKETBALL? 
Absolutely. You see schools do it all the time; Florida 
just won a national championship and they are a football 
school. It can be done; you just need a great coach and 
recruit good players. Once you recruit good players, who 
knows how far you can go. 


DO YOU THINK THE BIG 12ISA BETTER 

BASKETBALL CONFERENCE THAN 

FOOTBALL CONFERENCE? 
| think it changes from year to year. Every year they have 
some of the top teams in the country in football and the 
same can be said for basketball. It is a great conference 
for all sports. 
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WHY DID YOU CHOOSE TO GO TO NEBRASKA? 
First of all, it was the Big Eight. It was one of the closest 
division one schools to my home. It afforded me the 
opportunity to come in and play right away. If | would have 
gone to a couple of the other schools that | was looking 
at, | might have had to wait a year or two before | was a 
rotation player and had a chance to start. 


WHAT DID YOU SEE IN A SCHOOL KNOWN FOR 

FOOTBALL THAT MADE THE BASKETBALL 

PROGRAM SO APPEALING? 
| think because football is so successful and generates so 
much revenue it allows the school to do a lot of positive 
things for all the sports. Everything we did was first class. | 
loved that we were the only show in the state. When | was 
there that was the only basketball team people watched. 
Everybody in the state really rallies around University of 
Nebraska athletics. 


WAS PLAYING AT NEBRASKA WHAT YOU 

THOUGHT IT WOULD BE? 
Absolutely and everything more. | think those were five of 
the best years of my life. | tell some of these NBA players 
now who bypass college to come straight to the NBA 
that they have no idea what they are missing. The money 
will always be there, but you can never get that college 
experience back. | had the time of my life, and if | could go 
back and do it all over, | would do it in a second. 


WHO WAS THE MOST IMPORTANT PERSON IN 
YOUR BASKETBALL CAREER? 
| think my father was. He played professional basketball, 
and he was always there for me when | was growing up 
as far as teaching me the fundamentals of basketball and 
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AND JUST HAVING THE TIME OF MY LIFE. 
| DON’T THINK THERE IS ANYTHING ELSE 


anything that has to do with basketball. He was there 
from the time that | started playing basketball all the way 
to this point now. He really shaped me into the player | 
am today. 


WHEN DID YOU THINK YOU'D MAKE IT TO 

THE NBA? 
Obviously it's a dream to be in the NBA. Almost every 
Division 1 basketball player has dreams and aspirations 
to be in the NBA. | didn’t think it was going to happen 
until maybe sometime in my junior year when | knew | was 
one of the best players in the conference. | was all First 
Team Big 8, and then from that point on everything kind 
of snowballed. | improved a lot, had a phenomenal senior 
year. | knew | was going to get drafted. | just didn’t know 
how high. 


DESCRIBE THE FEELING THE FIRST TIME YOU 
WALKED OUT ONTO AN NBA COURT. 
| think that you have butterflies, and you are really excited. 
| think you just want to prove yourself. 


WHAT DO YOU REMEMBER ABOUT YOUR 
FIRST NBA GAME? 
| remember we played the opening games in Japan against 
the Portland Trail Blazers and Clyde Drexler averaged 
about 40 in those two games against us and we got 
slaughtered. It wasn't a really good start. It was kind of a 
tough first couple days in the NBA. 


WHAT’S THE GREATEST MOMENT IN YOUR 
CAREER SO FAR? 
Nothing right now. Winning is so important. This year | think 
we have an opportunity to go to the Western Conference 
Finals, hopefully win that, and have a chance to win the 
world championship. I’m hoping all the great basketball 
moments are all going to come in the near future. 


WHO’S THE BEST PLAYER YOU EVER PLAYED 
WITH AND AGAINST? 
Right now Steve Nash is just phenomenal. He’s the best 
player I’ve played with. He does so much more then people 
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realize. Now that I'm here playing and getting a chance to 
watch him play every night, | realize that I've never been 
around a player who makes everyone on the court THAT 
much better. He's won two MVP's in a row, and |’m sure 
he’s going to get his 3rd this year. 


IS THIS PHOENIX TEAM GOOD ENOUGH TO 

WIN IT ALL? 
Absolutely, we have to stay healthy though. If everybody 
is healthy, | think we can have a heck of a run and have a 
chance to win it. The ball is going to have to bounce our 
way, and there is some luck involved. There are another 
three or four teams in the Western Conference alone that 
have a chance. 


IF YOU HAD TO GIVE YOUR CAREERALETTER 
GRADE, WHAT WOULD IT BE? 
I'd give it an “A”. I’m just happy where everything is. | have 
no regrets. | loved all my time in L.A.; | loved my time in 
Chicago and I'm having a blast now. I'm in the middle of 
my 13th year and just having the time of my life. | don't 
think there is anything else I'd rather be doing. 


CAN AN NBA CAREER BE “COMPLETE” 
WITHOUT AN NBA TITLE? 
It can be. Not very many guys win an NBA championship. | 
think the worst thing would be to have a great NBA career 
and walk around not feeling fulfilled and be depressed 
because you didn’t win a championship. 


HOW MUCH LONGER WILL YOU PLAY? 
Definitely one more year. | have one more year on my 
contract, and then I'll see how | feel physically and mentally 
about it. 


WHAT MIGHT WE SEE YOU DOING WHEN 

YOUR PLAYING DAYS ARE OVER - 

COACHING OR BROADCASTING? 
I'm not really sure yet. | have to decide if | want to stay in 
basketball. | could go into coaching, maybe broadcasting, 
maybe even going into upper level management. That's 
the one avenue | can think of as far as basketball. 
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Football Recruiting: 
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When Bill Callahan arrived in Lincoln in January of 2003, he made it very clear 
that the lifeblood of his football program at Nebraska would be recruiting. 
The new Head Coach vowed to bring a better class of athlete to Lincoln, and 
he delivered. Callahan's first full recruiting class in February of 2005 was 
hailed by all the recruiting services as one of the best, if not the very best 
class in the country. 

Some say his 2007 class is even better. “Nebraska got a nice blend of 
junior-college transfers and high schoolers,” noted national recruiting analyst 
Tom Lemming from CSTV. “That gives the Huskers a superb mix.” 

The freshman whom Lemming feels could make an immediate impact for 
Nebraska is wide receiver Niles Paul from Omaha North. “Great player. Fast. 
Ran a 10.7 100-meters, He has great hands and good body control. He should 
be an impact player right away.” Callahan said, “Niles’ upside is,..you name 
it, he can do anything. We're going to start him out at wide receiver. He can 
be a return specialist for us. He has just tremendous upside, great lineage, 
Outstanding character, and, as you talk to his father and you talk to his coach 
and the people around him up at Omaha North, they have nothing but great 
things to say about him. He's just a class act.” 

fespite losing assistant coaches John Blake and Jay Norvell (both very 
successful recruiters) before signing day, Callahan and his assistants were 
Still able to land 28 top high school and junior college recruits to the program. 
Analysts graded the Huskers class among the top 15 in the country, with 
Lemming ranking them eighth overall, second only to Texas in the Big 12. 

“Three years ago when we came here as a staff, it was our goal and 
intent to build a big, fast, strong, tough and disciplined football team that 
consistently competes for championships,” Callahan recalled. “The class that 
we Signed is reflective of those traits and that philosophy. We are extremely 
excited and eager for these guys to come to the University of Nebraska, | 
think it's a great group of kids. | think that the fans are going to enjoy these 
players, love these kids and what they represent and reflect, not only for 
what they can bring to the table this year in terms of their contribution, but 
in terms of their contribution for years to come. We are very, very excited 
about this class.” 

Here's a look at the Huskers 28 member Class of 2007: 


PRINCE AMUKAMARA 





UB * 61° * 180 Ibs * Glendale, AZ (Apollo HS) 


Prince is a dual-threat performer at Apollo High School in Glendale, Arizona. 
During his final two seasons, Amukamara scored 50 touchdowns, while rushing 
for 3,389 yards and averaging 11.9 yards per carry. In the same two seasons, 
the 6-1, 180-pounder also had 664 receiving yards and totaled about 125 
tackles, including 95 solo tackles, along with two interceptions in 2006, 
Amukamara was also a dangerous kickoff and punt return threat, averaging 26 
yards per punt return and 20.8 yards on kickoff returns. 
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LARRY ASANTE 


0B « 61” © 210 ibs « Alexandria, VA (Coffeyville CC) 


Callahan: “He's a big guy, 210 pounds. He's fast, quick and physical. He has 
all the attributes you look for in a big-time safety. Interestingly enough, we 
started to compare his measurables to Daniel Bullocks, and they are pretty 
similar, except for the height. But the weight, the size, the performance and 
what he does on the field are very good. That's what generates the excitement 
from our staff-the fact that he’s an impact hitter, a collision player.” 





SHUKREE BARFIELD 


DT + 64” + 310 ths + Camden, NJ (Garden City C.C.) 


Barfield starred on the defensive line at Garden City CC, registering 54 
tackles, including five sacks and also an interception. He also totaled more 
than 50 tackles and had five sacks during his freshman season in 2005, 
Barfield can play nose tackle and the three-technique, as well. He is slated to 
play nose tackle and defensive tackle at NU. 





ANTHONY BLUE 


OB + 5°10" » 172 lhs * Cedar Hill, TX 


He was the first player in the Class of 2007 to give a verbal commitment, 
Blue was a standout at Cedar Hill High School, which captured the Texas Class 
DA state title with a perfect 16-0 record. Blue was a second-team all-state 
selection, first-team all-district pick and second-team all-area in the Dallas- 
Fort Worth Metroplex. Blue made 60 tackles and intercepted two passes as a 
senior, while breaking up another 20 passes. 





JAIVORIO BURKES 


QOL +6 5” » 315 Ibs » Phoenix, AZ (Moon Valley High School) 





The 6-5, 315-pound Burkes is widely regarded as one of the nation’s top 
Offensive line prospects after starring at Moon Valley High School in Phoenix. 
Burkes is extremely athletic and has the ability to play both guard and tackle 
for the Huskers. In addition to his standout work on the offensive line, Burkes 
also played on the defensive line for Moon Valley and recorded eight sacks 
during his senior season. Burkes was a Class 4A first-team all-state selection 
by the Arizona Republic. 


QUENTIN CASTILLE 


RB « 61” + 235 lbs « LaPorte, TX 


He is regarded as one of the top power backs in the country. The 6-1, 235- 
pounder posted huge numbers for La Porte High School as a senior, rushing 
for more than 1,800 yards and 22 touchdowns, while averaging nearly eight 
yards per carry. He also showed the ability to catch the ball out of the 
backfield with 12 receptions and a pair of touchdowns. Castille was dominant 
during his senior season, highlighted by a three 200-yard outings and better 
than 300 yards and six touchdowns against Dobie High School. 
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Jared Grick is one of three in-state prospects in Nebraska's 2007 signing 
class, The Cozad native will begin his Nebraska career as a defensive end, 
one of seven Husker signees slated to begin on the defensive front. The 6-6, 
260-pound Crick earned second-team All-Nebraska honors from the Omaha 
World-Herald and second-team Super State honors from the Lincoln Journal 
Star as a senior, while earning first-team Class B honors from both papers. 


DEMETRIUS DAVIS 


DT > 62” » 286 ths + St. Joseph, MO. 


Qavis earned Class 4A all-state honors by the Missouri High School Coaches 
Association. Davis was selected to play in the East Meets West All-American 
Game in Florida in June, teaming up with future Husker defensive linemate 
Jared Crick. Davis was impressive in the game, registering five tackles in 
the West's victory. Davis burst onto the recruiting scene after an impressive 
junior season in which he had 70 tackles, including 12 tackles for loss and 
Six sacks, while also recovering a pair of fumbles. 
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Kevin recorded 42 tackles, eight sacks, another nine tackles for loss and 
forced a pair of fumbles at Garden City. For his efforts, Dixon earned 
honorable-mention All-America honors from the National Junior College 
Athletic Association. In his first year at Garden City, Dixon racked up 34 
tackles, including 22 solo stops, five sacks and seven tackles for loss. 


CURENSKI GILLEYLEN 





WR «= 6’0” + 210 Ibs « Leander, Texas (Leander HS) 


Gilleylen boasts an excellent combination of size and speed and is one of two 
highly touted wideout prospects in the 2007 class, joining Omaha native Niles 
Paul. The 6-0, 210-pound Gilleylen earned honorable-mention Texas Class 5A 
all-state honors as a senior. He was also a first-team All-Centex selection by 
the Austin American Statesman, was named to the Hill Country News’ Dazzling 
Dozen Team, and was Leander’s Outstanding Offensive Player 
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Hagg starred at receiver and defensive back at Ironwood. On offense, he 
caught 49 passes for 920 yards and nine touchdowns, while making 33 
tackles and intercepting four passes on defense. Hagg’s efforts as a senior 
earned him first-team Arizona 5A all-state honors from the Arizona Republic. 


ROY HELU 


RB = 5°11” = 206 lbs + Danville, CA 


Helu possesses good size and outstanding speed and had an impressive prep 
career at San Ramon Valley High. He helped San Ramon Valley to a 10-2 record 
in 2006, earning first-team all-league honors at running back. He finished 
his senior campaign with 1,085 yards rushing and 11 touchdowns and added 
another 300 yards and one more score on 20 receptions, As a junior, Helu 
rushed for 1,526 yards and 19 scores on 186 carries during the 2005 season, 
good for an impressive 8.2 yards per carry average. He added 30 receptions 
for 500 yards and four touchdowns to earn All-East Bay League honors. 
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“Jones is the tallest member of Nebraska's 2007 recruiting class, checking in 


played in the pass system and understands the passing game.’ 
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RYAN HILL 
TE > 63” + 230 Ibs « Arvada, £0 


The past two seasons, Hill has produced big numbers from his tight end 
position, while also serving as the team’s punter at Arvada West High School 
near Denver. An extremely athletic player, Hill was often split out wide as a 
senior and caught 42 passes for 924 yards with seven touchdown grabs. He 
posted similar numbers as a junior, hauling in 44 passes for nearly 900 yards 
and an impressive 15 touchdowns, helping his team to a 10-3 record and a 
State semifinal appearance. Hill was an all-state pick as a senior. 
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AZ (irevor &, Browne High scnool) | 
at 6-7 and 300 pounds. He is a raw talent who had an outstanding senior year 
On the offensive line at Trevor Browne High School. Jones missed his junior 
year because of injury, but earned honorable-mention Arizona 5A all-state 
honors as a senior. Jones ranked as the No. 7 overall recruit in the state of 
Arizona by SuperPrep Magazine. 


ADI KUNALIC 


K « 60" + 175 « Fort Worth, TX 


Kunalic is the only kicker in Nebraska's class and comes to the Huskers after 
an impressive prep career in Fort Worth. Kunalic owns a powerful leg, which 
allowed him to boot 22 kickoffs for touchbacks during his senior season. 
Callahan: “Adi's an interesting guy. He's a strong-leqged guy as a kicker. He 
loves to compete. He loves to practice. He loves the challenges, He's a tough 
guy for a kicker. You don’t see guys like that. He's competitive, fun to be 
around. He wants to be the guy.” 
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Lawrence was named the Gatorade Kansas High School Player of the Year after 
an impressive senior season, Lawrence was a dominant two-way player at 
Shawnee Mission West, starting at quarterback as a senior, while continuing as 
a defensive stalwart. On defense, Lawrence played both safety and linebacker 
and had 60 tackles, a pair of sacks and three interceptions. His performance 
led Shawnee Mission West to the state Class GA title game. Lawrence earned 
all-state and All-Metro honors from the Kansas City Star. 


ZAC LEE 


QB - 6'2” « 200 ths « San Francisco City College 


Lee had a standout 2006 season, passing for more than 3,400 yards and 
35 touchdowns while completing 64 percent of his passes for San Francisco 
City College. He will have four seasons to use three years of eligibility at 
Nebraska. Callahan: “Zac Lee is just a vicious competitor in every sense. 
You watch him run with the ball and make plays with his legs and throw. He 
probably has one of the best releases I've seen in awhile. He's accurate; he's 
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The multi-talented Mendoza posted impressive rushing numbers for Spring 
Woods High School in Houston. As a senior, Mendoza totaled approximately 
700 rushing yards and seven touchdowns, while also catching 20 passes for 
better than 250 yards and another four scores, The 5-10, 175-pound Mendoza 


; . was also a dangerous return threat. As a junior, Mendoza missed three games, 


but still earned second-team all-district honors after rushing for better than 
650 yards and 10 touchdowns, 
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TERRANCE MOORE 





DT + 63” « 275 Ibs « New Orleans (McDonogh HS) 


The 6-3, 275-pound Moore was an impact performer for McDonogh Senior 
High School in New Orleans in 2006. Moore comes to Nebraska {rom the same 
high school as former Husker star and NFL All-Pro defensive lineman Neil 
Smith, Moore totaled 81 tackles, including 31 tackles for loss, 14 sacks and a 
pair of fumble recoveries as a senior. His performance earned him first-team 
New Orleans all-metro honors and first-team all-district honors. 
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Murillo joins the Huskers after a standout two-year stint at Eastern Arizona 
Community College in Thatcher, Arizona. Murillo helped Eastern Arizona to 
a 7-4 mark in 2006 by intercepting three passes and making 30 tackles. 
In his first season at Eastern Arizona in 2005, Murillo earned first-team 
All-America honors from the National Junior College Athletic Association. 
He helped Eastern Arizona to a 6-4 record by recording seven interceptions, 
including two that he returned for touchdowns. 


NILES PAUL 





WR - 61” « 210 Ibs « Omaha, NE 


The 6-1, 210-pound Paul hauled in 46 passes for 814 yards and 13 
touchdowns, He averaged nearly 18 yards per reception and was also a 
dangerous return threat, averaging better than 18 yards per punt return. 
Paul was named a first-team All-Nebraska and first-team All-Metro selection 
by the Omaha World-Herald and a first-team Super-State pick by the Lincoln 
Journal Star, Paul was also one of 58 players nationally selected as a 
Parade All-American. 
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* | orfoik, NE (Norfolk Gatholic fo) | 
The 6-6, 320-pound Schulte was a standout performer for Norfolk Catholic 
High School. He helped lead the Knights to a 9-3 record and a trip to the Class 
C-1 state semifinals. Schulte played on both the offensive and defensive lines 
at Norfolk Catholic. Schulte's performance earned him first-team Class-C1 all- 
State honors from both the Lincoln Journal Star and the Omaha World-Herald. 
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AUSTIN STAFFORD 


LB + 6'3" « 210 Ibs + Hayward, CA 


Stafford played defensive end at Hayward High School, but projects to 
linebacker on the collegiate level. Stafford had a dominant senior season, 
helping Hayward to a 12-2 record by recording 14 sacks and better than 80 
tackles. He was a first-team all-league selection for his performance. As a 
junior defensive end, Stafford posted impressive numbers, accounting for 83 
tackles, 12 tackles for loss, 10 sacks and two fumble recoveries. He also 
earned first-team all-league honors as a junior. 
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Sullivan was one of the first players to commit to Nebraska, pledging his ‘ 
intention last June. The 5-10, 190-pound Sullivan was a standout two-way - 
performer at Brenham High School, helping the Cubs to a 12-2 record in . 
2006. Sullivan earned all-district honors for his defensive work, finishing : 
the year as one of the team's top tacklers, while registering five sacks and ° 
four interceptions. Sullivan was an all-district and all-conference selection ° 
as a junior, when he recorded 43 tackles, seven tackles for loss and * © 


four interceptions, 
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The 6-3, 285-pound Townsend is coming off a standout campaign at Foothill 


(Calif.) Community College. Townsend was a first-team all-league pick in the 
Northern California Conference in 2006, helping Foothill to a 10-1 record and 
a victory in the Silicon Valley Bowl. With most teams staying away from his 
side of the field, Townsend registered 30 tackles, eight tackles for loss, four 
sacks, 10 hurries and a fumble recovery. 


LATRAVIS WASHINGTON 


DB + 6'3” » 210 ibs + Bradenton, FL 


Washington was a two-way standout for Bayshore High School, attracting 
recruiting interest both as a defender and a quarterback. As a senior, 
Washington finished the year with five sacks and ranked as one of his team’s 
top tacklers. He also started at quarterback and accounted for six passing 
touchdowns and six rushing scores. In addition to his association with the 
Huskers through his cousin, former Husker standout OB Fabian Washington, he 
attended Nebraska's Elite Quarterback Academy in both 2005 and 2006. 
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Witt threw for 1,846 yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior, while completing 
Q7 percent of his pass attempts. He also ran for better than 330 yards and 
four touchdowns. He was his team's MVP, while being selected as an all- 
district and all-region selection. Callahan: “Patrick's eager; he's intelligent... 
| look at his makeup and he reminds me a lot of (Zac) Taylor in that regard. 
He's inspiring and he’s going to be an interesting guy to watch in years 
lo come.” 


WILLIAM YANCY 





DE + 66” + 240 lbs + Glendale, AZ (Ironwood HS) 


Yancy helped Ironwood to a 7-4 record in 2006 by registering 32 tackles 
and seven sacks from his strongside defensive end position. For his efforts, 
Yancy earned honorable-mention Class 5A all-state honors from the Arizona 
Republic. Yancy earned all-region honors as a junior when he racked up 66 
tackles and 11 sacks while playing the weakside defensive end spot, Yancy 
Narticipated in the Offense-Defense All-American Bow! in Florida following 
his senior season, 


How would Callahan rate this year's class? Is it the best he's had while at 
Nebraska? “I'll always feel the same way,” the coach concluded. “I'll wait and 
see how things go. | would say this - | love the character and the make up of 
these kids, Their profile across the board is real solid and real stable, | think 
we're getting @ real good student-athlete, a finished product so to speak in 
terms of character, goals and aspirations. They know what they want. They're 
driven kids. And you've got to have that in this day and age because these 
next four to five years for these kids are going to be challenging. It's going to 
be tough. And if they can develop the way we think they can, then I'll be here 
four years from now answering that question.” 

Armando Murillo; 2 PP iiiiiiit 
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INTERESTED IN - 
HELPING THE - 
NEBRASKA 
FOOTBALL L 
PROGRAM? _ 


JOIN THE TOUCHDOWN CLUB 
OF NEBRASKA TODAY! — 














The TDC has approximately 3,000 _ As a Touchdown Club member, you will receive: 
members. Minimum annual membership fee - Priority tor football tickets and parking, home and away, — 
is $300. Many of our members contribute and other football related activities... 
sta Hints, sak. - A chance to join players and coaches for exclusive 
‘ A, after-practice picnic and special recruiting dinner on | 
The money raised by the TDC (more than February 8, 2007... 
a million dollars each year) goes exclusively - Each quarterly issue of The Cornhusker magazine as a part <2 
to the football program to be used in any of your membership... 
manner beneficial to the program. The TDC — =— = 
recently provided funds to furnish the new We would like to increase our membership and thereby provide 
locker room, and before that, $1 million additional funds for the football program. If you wish to join, please — 
was donated to assist in the construction of call the Nebraska Athletic Development office at 402.472.2367. 


the new Tom and Nancy Osborne facility. 
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Nebraska earned a 

tie for its ninth Big 12 
Conference men's 
indoor championship 
as the team race 

at the 2007 Big 12 
Indoor Track and Field 
Championships came 
down to the final event. 
The Huskers tied Texas 
for the conference title. 





The Husker volleyball team 
went 33-1 en route to the 
program's third NCAA title. 
NU, which was ranked 

No. 1 the entire season, 
defeated No. 2 Stanford, 
3-1, in front of an NCAA 
record crowd of 17,209 

at the Qwest Center in 
Omaha. Led by four AVCA 
All-Americans including 
national player of the year 
Sarah Pavan, the Huskers 
won the school’s ninth Big 
12 title in 11 years with 

a 19-1 Big 12 record. 
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Maurice Purify’s game- 
winning touchdown catch 
on a pass from Zac Taylor 
with 21 seconds left gave 

NU a 28-27 victory over 

Texas A&M and the Big 
12 North Division title. 
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The Huskers clinched 
their first trip to the 
Big 12 Championship 
game since 1999, and 
completed the season 
with a perfect record 
against their division 
rivals. Nebraska went 
6-0 against the other 
North division teams, 
including a 37-14 win 
over Colorado in the 
final regular season 
game before the 
celebrations began. 
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CALL OF THE GAME 


~ Bob Devaney 





Can you imagine paying coaches on commission? Here Bill 
Busch is rolling toward a humungous bonus when suddenly 
David Ross gets a fondness for the great outdoors and 
commits to Oregon State. Or how about Shawn Watson and 
Ted Gilmore? Travis Lewis practically makes both of them 
a member of the family until the 11th hour. Then he opts 
for Oklahoma. 


Alas, girlfriends always trump position coaches. Sadly, Travis’ 
was already a Sooner. 


Such is the life of an assistant coach in college football. 
Crisscross the country for most of 18 months, poking, prodding, 
evaluating and developing only to have an 18-year-old, well, you 
know, be an 78 year old. That hasn't changed. Kids have been 
as predictable as May weather since the first letter of intent was 
signed on a Cave wall. The difference today is the attention they 
get. More on that later. 


Great recruiting story on Turner Gill. He was Oklahoma from 
the crib. As a high school junior, he went to a Sooner camp 
and dazzled. Barry offers him on the spot and the kid commits. 
Even got his picture taken with the coach who captioned it, “Jo 
Turner Gill, the next great Sooner QB.” Not so fast my friend. 
Turner somehow gave Dr. Tom an in-home visit and something 
clicked. Got invited to Lincoln and loved it. Maybe it was the 
straight-arrow personality. Maybe it was the chance to play right 
away. Maybe it was the sales job by then assistant Lance Van 
Zandt who got a verbal one day before signing day and then 
flat “kidnapped” the kid. Lance was sure that if Barry got the 
last pitch in, we'd lose him. So Coach Van Zandt took Gill all 
over the metro. Amusement parks, hot dog stands, museums, 
anywhere but home where the Sooner coach fumed. 


How about the tale of Tommy Frazier? Nebraska was as 
close to his radar as Darth’s Death Star. Colorado, Clemson 
and Notre Dame, that's it. After the visit to South Bend, he told 
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BY JIM ROSE “VO/CE OF THE HUSKERS” 


INTENT ON NEBRASKA 


“In recruiting, always go for the family. You can never lose if you get the 
Mom. At least I didn’t think so until one time when the kid’s mother and I 
regaled the neighborhood with song after song on the family piano. Sure 
enough, Mom was Nebraska all the way. The kid signed with Missouri.” 


his Mom, “That's it, |'’m done.” Mom said, “Commit to the Irish 
if you want but not until after you visit Nebraska” She yanked 
on his ear and said, “You promised that nice tall coach from 
Nebraska that you'd make a visit. And around here, we keep 
our promises.” | wonder how many Mother's Day cards she'd 
still get from Husker fans if they knew those details? 


That's the point. All of that was just professional legend. 
Anymore, thanks to that phone line and the keyboard, we all 
know. Recruiting is no longer quiet. Now, it's as loud as the 
South Stadium in the fourth quarter. And | think that's OK. Kids 
need to know that the sword of celebrity can cut both ways. If you 
want the rock-star response to your career and the thrill of the 
chase, you need to learn to handle it. Don't make commitments 
unless they mean something. Don’t expect to sneak around on 
visits you think nobody knows about. And if you keep saying, 
“I'm 100% committed to so and so” and then switch at the 11th 
hour (see Lewis and Ross), expect some vegetables from the 
losing side. And | don't want to hear about how “fans need to be 
understanding that we're dealing with young kids.” Not gonna fly. 
lf you want fans to show up for spring games, buy T-shirts, make 
road trips and sit through no-name non-conference basketball 
games, you need to indulge them once in a while on their terms. 
The recruiting websites and outreach do just that. Congrats to 
the Husker staff for not throwing water on the campfire. 


Per the Husker class of 2007, | think it’s outstanding. Why? 
Needs were met; D-line, D-backfield, QB's and world class 
speed for the return game. Add a kicker who can drive it out of 
the end zone, and we did darn good. 


My early picks for playing time (minus the JUCOS) are Castille, 
Paul, Mendoza, Kunalic; we may also see guys like Hagg and 
Stafford on special teams. My sleepers in the class are Crick, 
Jones, Moore and Lawrence. 


See you at the spring game! 


